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Dear Sir/Madam,
NORFOLK MINERALS SITE SPECIFIC ALLOCATIONS DEVELOPMENT PLAN
DOCUMENT (DPD) Single Issue Review of Silica Sand - Initial Consultation Document
I am writing to inform you that the Initial Consultation on the Single Issue Silica Sand
Review of the Norfolk Minerals Site Specific Allocations Plan will take place over a six week
period from 9 March to 20 April 2015 (inclusive), and I would welcome your comments.
The Minerals Site Specific Allocations Plan (adopted by full Council on 28/10/2013)
contains a requirement for a Silica Sand Review of the Plan to be completed by 2016. The
review is needed to address the predicted shortfall, of 2.6 million tonnes, in the quantity of
silica sand extraction sites allocated in the Plan. It is predicted that around 750,000 tonnes
of silica sand will be extracted from Norfolk per annum. It is expected that no more than
one or two additional specific sites will need to be allocated over the plan period (to 2026)
to meet the shortfall. If suitable sites are not submitted through the Silica Sand Review
process then Preferred Areas and/or Areas of Search for future silica sand extraction will
need to be designated instead.
The Initial Consultation document contains a number of questions regarding the approach
that the County Council propose to take in the assessment of specific sites and, if
necessary, in the designation of preferred areas/areas of search for future silica sand
extraction.
In accordance with the Planning Inspector’s comments on the Minerals SSA Plan, “The
review will also help ensure that attention is focused on suitable extraction areas within the
silica sand resource area. Uncertainty and unwarranted pressure on unsuitable sites would
be avoided.”
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