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1 THE ROLE OF THE NON-TECHNICAL SUMMARY  

1.1.1. WSP has been appointed by Norfolk County Council (hereafter referred to as the Applicant) to prepare a 
Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) for the proposed Great Yarmouth Third River Crossing 
project (hereafter referred to as the Proposed Scheme). This document provides a Non-Technical Summary 
(NTS) of the PEIR. 

1.1.2. The PEIR has been prepared in accordance with The Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact 
Assessment) Regulations 2017 (the EIA Regulations) to identify, on a preliminary basis, the potential significant 
effects of the Proposed Scheme on the environment during both construction and operation. 

1.1.3. The purpose of this Non-Technical Summary (NTS) is to provide high-level information on the content and main 
findings of the PEIR, in a clear and concise manner. The PEIR is divided into separate chapters related to 
specific topics. In order that this NTS provides a helpful and accessible account of the PEIR, it focusses on the 
main findings that are likely to be of general relevance and interest. For greater detail on the project, the 
corresponding chapters of the PEIR should be read.  

1.1.4. It is emphasised that the information presented within this PEIR is ‘preliminary’ and that the preferred design is 
evolving. Following the end of consultation, the applicant will take account of all comments that have been 
received on the PEIR and will undertake additional work, as appropriate, to finalise the Environmental Statement, 
which will form part of the application for the Development Consent Order (DCO). 

2 LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION OF THE SCHEME 

2.1.1. The Applicant is seeking authority to construct a Third River Crossing over the River Yare between Harfrey’s 
roundabout on the A47 and South Denes road.  The Proposed Scheme will create a direct link into the southern 
part of the peninsula. It will greatly improve access to the port, outer harbour, employment areas, the seafront 
and residential areas. It will connect the peninsula to the strategic road network via the A47. The location of the 
Proposed Scheme is circled in red on the map extract below.  
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2.1.2. The Proposed Scheme involves the construction, operation and maintenance of a new bascule bridge highway 
crossing over the River Yare in Great Yarmouth.  For illustrative purposes, the main bridge crossing is shown 
on an extract from the draft highway arrangement drawing below.  This drawing is presented in full as Figure 
2.4 in PEIR Volume II.  

 

Extract from Draft Highway General Arrangement Plan presented in fill as Figure 2.4 in PEIR Volume II 

2.1.3. The Proposed Scheme will include the following: 

 A double leaf bascule (i.e. counterweighted) bridge providing an opening span for vessel movement. This 
includes structures to support and accommodate operational requirements of the opening mechanism, 
including counterweights either at, above or below the bridge deck;   

 New substructures to support the double leaf bascule bridge within the existing quays either side of the river 
and within the river itself, potentially requiring new temporary or permanent walls or cofferdams in the 
waterway to accommodate their construction;   

 A new five-arm roundabout connecting the new crossing with Suffolk Road, William Adams Way and the 
western end of Queen Anne’s Road; 

 A single span bridge over Southtown Road, with either reinforced earth embankments or embankments 
retained by reinforced earth walls, or a combination of these, joining that bridge to the new roundabout at 
William Adams Way;  



 

GREAT YARMOUTH THIRD RIVER CROSSING WSP 
Project No.: 70046035 | Our Ref No.: GYTRC-WSP-EGN-XX-RP-EN-0004/A August 2018 
Norfolk County Council Page 3 of 15 

 Reinforced earth walls joining the new single span bridge over Southtown Road to the double leaf bascule 
bridge; and 

 Either reinforced earth embankments or embankments retained by reinforced earth walls, or a combination 
of these, joining the new double leaf bascule bridge to South Denes Road. 

 The closure of Queen Anne’s Road at its junction with Suffolk Road, and the opening of a new priority 
junction onto Southtown Road providing access to the Queen Anne’s Road residential area;  

 Revised access arrangements for existing businesses onto the local highway network including, potentially, 
a new structure to allow vehicular access under the proposed crossing on the eastern bank subject to 
agreement with affected businesses and landowner; 

 Dedicated provision for cyclists and pedestrians which tie into existing networks. 

 A control tower structure located in proximity to the crossing on the western side of the river. The control 
tower will facilitate the 24/7 operation of the opening span of the new double leaf bascule bridge; 

 The demolition of an existing pedestrian bridge on William Adams Way; 

 Associated changes, modifications and/or improvements to the existing local highway network as informed 
by traffic modelling. This could include improvements within the existing highway boundary to some existing 
junctions within the red line boundary, in addition to amended parking arrangements.  

 Additional signage to assist the movement of traffic in response to network conditions and the openings / 
closings of the double leaf bascule bridge; 

 The relocation of existing allotments to compensate for an area to be lost because of the Proposed Scheme; 
and 

 New public realm, landscape, ecology and sustainable drainage improvements. 

3 ASSESSMENT OF ALTERNATIVES  

3.1.1. This section summarises the alternative design solutions that have been considered for the proposed scheme 
and the process of option-selection that has been applied. The process can be divided into two stages: (i) Option 
Development; (ii) Option Selection. 

Option Development  

Option Development Stage 1: 

3.1.2. A Stage 1 Options Assessment Report was commissioned in 2007 to understand existing constraints and 
potential engineering solutions available for the provision of a crossing of the River Yare in Great Yarmouth.  A 
broad area of interest was identified, and within this area, potential crossing options were considered, including 
high and low-level bridge options as well as options for a tunnel. 

3.1.3. An Environmental Assessment was undertaken at Stage 1 and considered potential environmental constraints 
associated with the crossing  options. It reported that the scheme would have numerous impacts on the local 
environment, some being beneficial and some adverse. 

3.1.4. The Stage 1 Assessment showed that a third river crossing would be feasible using either a tunnel or a bridge.  
It concluded that a bridge would be less expensive than a tunnel. 
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Option Development Stage 2: 

3.1.5. A Stage 2 Options Assessment Report was commissioned in 2009 to develop options further. Different types of 
crossing were considered, which included a fixed bridge, swing bridge, lifting bridge, bascule bridge and a tunnel. 

3.1.6. The Stage 2 assessment also considered the alignment corridor, considering construction cost and number of 
bridge openings to allow vessel movements. The assessment concluded that the crossing should be located 
between Harfrey’s Roundabout and South Denes Road.  Based on this location, a list of 40 options were 
produced. 

Option Selection 

3.1.7. The 40 identified options were put through an initial sift to narrow down to a selection of nine options by removing 
those that did not make significant contributions to meeting the scheme objectives. 

3.1.8. The nine options which successfully met the evaluation criteria were taken forward to the final stage of sifting. 
This assessment identified the high level economic, environmental and social impacts of all nine options. This 
reduced options down to the below final three options: 

 Options 32 - Suffolk Road tie-in to the west (four lane high level bridge, roundabout as west tie in and traffic 
signals to the east at South Denes Road); 

 Option 33 - Suffolk Road tie-in to the west (three lane high level bridge, roundabout as west tie in and traffic 
signals to the east at South Denes Road); and  

 Option 37 - Southtown Road tie in to the west (Single Carriageway two lane low level bridge with traffic 
signal junctions to the west and the east at South Denes Road). 

3.1.9. The final three options were compared in relation to the following: overall journey times, distance travelled, 
queuing and total trips on the road network, cost and environmental impact. 

3.1.10. Overall, Option 32 per was found to perform marginally better than the other two options. Option 32 was taken 
forward as the preferred scheme option.  

4 CONSULTATION 

4.1.1. The purpose of the consultation process is to present details of the Proposed Scheme to date and understand 
views on it. Before a DCO application is accepted, the Secretary of State must be satisfied that the applicant 
has carried out effective pre-application consultation with both specified consultees and the local community. 
This pre-application consultation is a key part of the DCO process. 

4.1.2. The Applicant has been undertaking consultations on the Proposed Scheme since 2009. More recently, the 
Applicant has adopted a three-stage consultation process as follows: 

 Stage 1: Initial engagement non-statutory consultation (November 2016 – January 2017) 
The purpose of this consultation was to invite and assess views on congestion within Great Yarmouth and 
the surrounding area, to share emerging proposals and to understand the level of support for the Proposed 
Scheme. 

 Stage 2: Scheme development non-statutory consultation (September – October 2017) 
To invite and assess views on the Proposed Scheme development work so far. 

 Stage 3: Statutory pre-application consultation (Planned for August – October 2018) 
This forms the upcoming consultation, for which the PEIR and this NTS have been prepared. The purpose 
of this consultation is to provide updated details on the Proposed Scheme and to invite and assess views on 
it, before an application for a DCO is submitted. 
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5 ASSESSMENT APPROACH 

5.1.1. The PEIR presents preliminary information available at the time of writing. At this stage, detailed design 
continues to be refined and not all potential impacts associated with the Proposed Scheme have been identified 
and assessed.  These assessments will continue to be progressed and will be presented within the 
Environmental Statement. 

5.1.2. An overarching approach has been applied to the EIA work that is being undertaken. These assessments will 
aim to determine potential significant effects of the Proposed Scheme.   

5.1.3. The significance of effects will be assessed using one or more of the following criteria:  

 international, national and local standards;  

 relationship with planning policy;  

 sensitivity of receiving environment;  

 reversibility and duration of effect;  

 inter-relationship between effects and cumulative effects; and  

 the results of the consultations. 

5.1.4. Using a level of sensitivity (value) and the magnitude of an impact, the significance of an effect can be 
determined.  

6 AIR QUALITY  

6.1.1. Studies are currently being carried out to consider potential effects of the proposed scheme on air quality. These 
studies are yet to be completed. Finalised versions will be reported within the Environmental Statement.  

6.1.2. The air quality study shows that the proposed construction works could generate dust. This is likely to be caused 
by:  

 vehicles transporting materials onto local surrounding roads;  

 site clearance;  

 landscaping;  

 demolition; and  

 temporary stockpiling of resources.  

6.1.3. These construction activities could cause (i) dust plumes affecting visibility and amenity; (ii) dust deposition 
resulting in the soiling of surfaces and water; and (iii) higher concentrations of airborne particulate matter.  Areas 
most likely to be affected include ecological sites, houses, schools, and public open spaces located down-wind 
of construction sites. Dust emissions can also affect human health.  

6.1.4. Preliminary assessments indicate that measures will be required to control dust during construction. These 
measures are likely to include:  

 installation of wheel washing facilities to minimise dust from vehicles;  

 using water as a dust suppressant;  

 covering skips;  

 turning off vehicle engines when not in use; and  
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 minimising dust-generating activities during dry weather.  

6.1.5. The operational effects of the proposed scheme are yet to be assessed. The assessment will be presented 
within the Environmental Statement and will evaluate the impacts from vehicle emissions once the bridge is 
open. 

7 ACOUSTICS  

7.1.1. Studies are currently being carried out to consider potential effects of the proposed scheme in terms of noise 
and vibration impacts. Finalised versions will be reported within the Environmental Statement.  

7.1.2. The acoustic study assesses the potential for construction noise, created by: 

 demolition;  

 road paving; 

 bridge construction; 

 compound construction; and 

 site preparation.  

7.1.3. Vibration during construction works are likely to be related to piling activities.  

7.1.4. Noise and vibration from construction activities can cause disturbance to people living and working in the vicinity, 
as well as staff working on the construction site. Areas most likely to be affected by noise and vibration during 
the construction phase are houses, schools, hospitals and community facilities. Those closest to the construction 
activities will experience the most noise and vibration. These impacts are likely to be temporary and intermittent.  
These types of impacts could be controlled by using temporary screening (such as site hoardings) and locating 
static noise equipment at a greater distance from sensitive areas, also ensuring that site machinery is turned off 
when not in use. There will be communication with the public to inform them about operations likely to cause 
excess noise and vibration. 

7.1.5. Once the Proposed Scheme is built and open to vehicles, traffic noise and vibration can cause disturbance to 
people living and working near the Proposed Scheme and the surrounding area. This work is currently being 
progressed and a full assessment of impacts during the operational phase will be undertaken in the 
Environmental Statement. 

8 NATURE CONSERVATION 

8.1.1. Studies are currently being carried out to consider the effects of the Proposed Scheme on the natural 
environment. This includes assessment of sites designated for their ecological importance, habitats and 
protected species. Some surveys are yet to be completed. All assessments will be finalised in the Environmental 
Statement. 

Conservation Designations  

8.1.2. The proposed scheme crossed the River Yare, which has been designated as part of the Outer Thames Estuary 
Special Protection Area (SPA).  Studies are currently being undertaken to assess whether the Proposed Scheme 
will affect bird species associated with the SPA. 

8.1.3. Breydon Water is located approximately 2.2km to the north west of the scheme, and has been designated as (i) 
a SPA; (ii) a Ramsar; and (iii) a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). Breydon water is an inland tidal estuary 
located 2.2km to the north of the Proposed Scheme, at the confluence of rivers Yare and Bure. It supports a 
variety of bird species including large numbers of wildfowl and waders.   
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8.1.4. Great Yarmouth North Denes SPA and SSSI is located 3.2km from the Proposed Scheme. The site consists of 
a dune system on the east coast of Norfolk between Great Yarmouth and Caister and is an important example 
of an accreting “ness” or promontory. 

8.1.5. The Broads National Park is located 1km to the west of the Proposed Scheme at its closest point. The Norfolk 
and Suffolk Broads is Britain's largest protected wetland and third largest inland waterway, with the equivalent 
status of a National Park. 

8.1.6. A Habitats Regulations Assessment Screening is due to be undertaken to assess the impact of the Proposed 
Scheme on the sites mentioned above. The Habitats Regulations Assessment is in its preliminary stages but 
will be produced to support the planning application for the Proposed Scheme. 

Ecological Assessments 

8.1.7. Studies and assessments are planned or have already been carried out for the following species or groups:  

 birds; 

 aquatic ecology 

 Water voles 

 bats; 

 badgers; 

 otters; 

 amphibians; 

 reptiles; and 

 other mammals (which include hedgehogs)  

Brid Species: 

8.1.8. Breeding bird surveys have been ongoing throughout 2018. Trees, areas of scrub and several buildings within 
and adjacent to the Proposed Scheme are suitable for use by breeding birds. 

8.1.9. Bird surveys undertaken to date have identified the presence of Black Redstarts within close proximity to the 
proposed scheme. Black Redstarts are a protected species. Ecological assessment work will be undertaken to 
identify the potential impacts upon this species and the need for mitigation. 

8.1.10. Vantage point surveys have also been undertaken to look for bird species that might be using the River Yare, 
particularly those birds associated with the Outer Thames Estuary SPA. The results of these surveys will inform 
the Habitat Regulations Assessment. 

Aquatic Ecology:  

8.1.11. Aquatic ecological assessment work is planned for late summer. The River Yare has the potential to support a 
range of aquatic species and communities, including fish and aquatic invertebrates living on the riverbed. 

Water Voles: 

8.1.12. A water vole survey was undertaken in August 2017. Water vole droppings and feeding remains were found 
along the northern and western edges of Southtown Common. More water vole surveys are being undertaken 
this summer (2018).  The findings of these surveys will be reported in full in the Environmental Statement. 
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Bats: 

8.1.13. Bat activity surveys were undertaken in July and August 2017 and are currently being repeated. The 2017 survey 
recorded very low levels foraging activity. The surrounding habitat (surrounding gardens and allotments in the 
vicinity of the Proposed Scheme) were fragmented and unconnected, which makes it poor quality for foraging 
bat species. The results from the 2018 surveys will be reported in the Environmental Statement. 

8.1.14. It is noted that the proposed scheme will likely require the demolition of built structures. Internal and external 
roost surveys are scheduled to be undertaken in late summer 2018 to confirm the presence or absence of bat 
roosts. The findings of these surveys will be reported within the Environmental Statement. 

Reptiles: 

8.1.15. Most of the habitats within the footprint of the Proposed Scheme comprise either short or open sward grassland, 
which is unsuitable for, or of little value to, reptiles. No further reptile surveys have been proposed. 

Badgers 

8.1.16. Initial surveys showed no evidence of badgers in the area, so no further badger surveys will be carried out for 
the Environmental Statement.  

Otters: 

8.1.17. The main channel of the River Yare is canalised with no suitable locations for otter holts, so otters also require 
no further surveys for the Environmental Statement. 

Amphibians: 

8.1.18. Several habitats surrounding the Proposed Scheme were identified, which could be suitable for amphibians, in 
particular, a small pond and ditch.  However, assessments show that great-crested newts (which are protected) 
are unlikely to be present in these waterbodies, and therefore further surveys will not be undertaken for the 
Environmental Statement. 

Other Mammals: 

8.1.19. Although the habitats surrounding the Proposed Scheme could be suitable for hedgehogs, no evidence of 
hedgehogs was recorded during survey work. No further survey work will be done for the Environmental 
Statement. 

9 CULTURAL HERITAGE  

9.1.1. Studies are currently being carried out to consider potential effects of the Proposed Scheme on important 
buildings, conservation areas, buried archaeological remains and historic landscapes.  

9.1.2. The following designated heritage assets within 1km of the Proposed Scheme:  

 four Scheduled Monuments; 

 four Grade I Listed Buildings; 

 eight Grade II* Listed Buildings; 

 one hundred and two Grade II Listed Buildings; and  

 six Conservation Areas. 
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9.1.3. The Dolphin Public House is a Grade II listed building located within the Proposed Scheme Boundary.  
Assessments are currently being undertaken to determine the potential impacts upon the Dolphin Public House 
and its surrounding historic setting. 

9.1.4. There are 119 non-designated heritage assets within 500 metres of the Proposed Scheme. Eight of these are 
within the Proposed Scheme Boundary. Most of these non-designated heritage assets relate to World War II 
structures, camps and bomb crater sites, with the rest being finds and structures related to the navel and 
shipping history of the town.  

9.1.5. Most impacts upon cultural heritage assets are likely to occur during the construction phase. Construction 
activities can lead to: 

 permanent or complete loss, or damage of an archaeological feature, because of ground excavation; 

 loss of the physical and/or visual integrity of a feature, monument, building or group of monuments; and 

 permanent or temporary impacts on the setting of heritage assets from construction works.  

9.1.6. Further surveys and assessments are underway to better understand the potential impacts of the Proposed 
Scheme.  The operational effects of the proposed scheme are yet to be assessed. The assessment will evaluate 
the impacts once the bridge is open. The findings of these assessments will be reported within the Environmental 
Statement. 

10 TOWNSCAPE AND VISUAL IMPACTS  

10.1.1. A preliminary assessment has been undertaken within the PEIR to consider the potential effects of the Proposed 
Scheme on townscape character and visual amenity once the bridge is open and fully functional. These studies 
are yet to be completed. Finalised versions will be reported within the Environmental Statement. 

10.1.2. Townscape effects relate to the amount of change to characteristics or physical components of an urban area, 
whilst visual effects relate to the amount of change to an individual viewpoint of that townscape. Twelve 
viewpoints have been identified, from which to assess possible visual effects of the Proposed Scheme.  

10.1.3. This assessment also considers the potential effects National Character Areas. The Proposed Scheme is 
located within two National Character Areas: (i) 79 (North-East Norfolk and Flegg); and (ii) 80 (The Broads). 
Additionally, within 500m is National Character Area 82 (Suffolk Coasts and Heaths). 

10.1.4. The preliminary assessment has identified several possible impacts, in terms of townscape and visual effects: 

 During construction, the demolition of homes and businesses, and the building of compounds and haul roads 
will result in a change in townscape features; 

 the demolition of homes and businesses will open up views to previously unseen buildings next to them; 

 the introduction of cranes, scaffolding and associated compounds will introduce new visual elements into 
existing views, during construction; and 

 the Proposed Scheme will result in a new prominent feature of a noticeably different scale and form within 
Great Yarmouth, resulting in noticeable impacts during the operational phase.  

10.1.5. Control measures, such as the use of hoarding and screening, can be used to hide construction activity and 
storage of materials. Conclusions on the significant effects and ways to minimise such effects will be assessed 
and reported in the Environmental Statement. 
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11 ROAD DRAINAGE AND THE WATER ENVIRONMENT 

11.1.1. Studies are currently being carried out to consider potential effects during construction and operation on the 
water environment (which includes surface water and groundwater).  

11.1.2. The main surface water feature within the study area is the River Yare, which the Proposed Scheme will cross. 
As previously stated, River Yare is part of the Outer Thames Estuary SPA.  The River Bure is a tributary of the 
River Yare and meets it approximately 2.1km upstream of the Proposed Site.  

11.1.3. Potential effects of the Proposed Scheme on the water environment include: 

 construction-related pollution;  

 surface water and groundwater pollution from road runoff;  

 pollution from accidental spillage;  

 changes to the patterns of erosion and deposition of sediments; and 

 groundwater flows.  

11.1.4. The assessments have identified certain control measures that can be used to reduce impacts, for example: 

 safety distances from watercourses for the storage of materials; 

 methods to reduce the discharge of sediment into the River Yare; and  

 the need for emergency response equipment to be available, should it be required. 

11.1.5. Where works are taking place inside the watercourse, some construction effects are deemed significant, 
although they will be temporary.  

11.1.6. Preliminary assessment work suggests that (at this stage) the Proposed Scheme is compliant with the 
requirements of the Water Framework Directive, which offers protection and management of river basins.  

11.1.7. Further assessments, consultations and monitoring are due to take place, including consideration of effects on 
water once the bridge is open and fully functional. 

12 FLOOD RISK 

12.1.1. Studies are currently being carried out to consider potential effects of the Proposed Scheme upon flood risk. 
Once these studies are completed, a full Flood Risk Assessment report will be produced, as an appendix to the 
Environmental Statement.  

12.1.2. The main source of flooding to the Proposed Scheme is tidal. The bridge will be inside Flood Zone 3 (which is 
land defined as having a 1 in 100 or greater annual probability of river flooding or land having a 1 in 200 or 
greater annual probability of sea flooding). This is the highest risk flood zone. 

12.1.3. Further work is still to be undertaken to refine and develop a flood model for the Proposed Scheme. When the 
design of the Proposed Scheme is complete, a full Flood Risk Assessment will be carried out. Control measures 
to minimise the effects of the Proposed Scheme on flooding will also be suggested and surface water drainage 
will be assessed.  
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13 CLIMATE CHANGE 

13.1.1. Studies are currently being carried out to consider potential effects of the Proposed Scheme on the climate and 
how vulnerable the Scheme itself is to climate change. These studies are yet to be completed. Finalised versions 
will be reported within the Environmental Statement.  

13.1.2. The greenhouse gas assessment considers greenhouse gas emissions associated with both the construction 
and operational phases of the Proposed Scheme. The greenhouse gas assessment is not restricted by 
geographical area, but instead includes any increase or decrease in emissions because of the Proposed 
Scheme. 

13.1.3. During construction, emissions can be associated with the transport of materials to site as well as from waste 
generated from the site. During the operational phase, emissions can come from the maintenance and 
replacement of original materials, electricity consumption from lighting, and emissions caused by traffic users of 
the bridge structure.  

13.1.4. Assessment work will progress as details of the emerging design become available.  This will consider the effect 
that the scheme will have on greenhouse gas emissions.  A full assessment will be undertaken for the 
Environmental Statement. With control measures in place, no substantial impacts are expected, in terms of 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

13.1.5. Areas of the design that might be vulnerable to the effects of climate change include the road, the bridge itself, 
as well as cycle paths and footways. An assessment of each of these was carried out, which looked at how the 
feature might respond to extreme climate changes, including: 

 sea level rise and storm surges; 

 changes in yearly rainfall (including drought); 

 changes in temperature; 

 gales and high winds; and  

 changes in soil moisture and stability.  

13.1.6. The preliminary assessment showed that the roads, bridge and cycle and footways could all be susceptible to 
all the above, except gales and high winds, while the bridge and road are vulnerable to all of the above. 

13.1.7. Further details and assessment, and a discussion of control measures and lasting effects will be available in the 
Environmental Statement. 

14 PEOPLE AND COMMUNITIES 

14.1.1. Studies are currently being carried out to consider potential effects of the proposed scheme upon people and 
communities. An assessment looks at: 

 employment opportunities because of the Proposed Scheme; 

 increased demand for accommodation, local services (education and healthcare) and recreational 
spaces/open space due to the influx of construction workers; 

 land take; 

 community severance (ease of access and connectivity between towns or villages); 

 amenity value of Public Rights of Way; and 

 driver stress and delay.  
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14.1.2. The preliminary assessment reported within the PEIR identified potential impacts during both (i) the construction 
phase; and (ii) once the bridge is open and fully functional. Construction impacts can include (but is not limited 
to) changes in access and amenity value of public routes, changes in driver stress and delay and an increase 
in employment opportunities. Operational impacts can include (but are not limited to) increased economic activity 
due to improved connectivity, changes in driver stress and delay and potential disruption to both land-based and 
marine businesses.  

14.1.3. The preliminary assessments found that the construction of the Proposed Scheme is likely to have a mix of 
beneficial and adverse effects. Beneficial effects are likely to be associated with the generation of employment 
opportunities. However, adverse effects could arise from land take requirements and disturbance to local 
businesses. Changes and diversions to public routes could also have an adverse effect.  

14.1.4. The preliminary assessment predicts that the operation of the proposed bridge crossing is likely to result in 
beneficial effects on economic activity, reduce driver stress and improved access across the River Yare for 
walkers and cyclists.  

14.1.1. A more detailed assessment of these impacts will be undertaken and presented in the Environmental Statement. 
At this preliminary stage, measures for reducing adverse effects could include (but are not limited to): 

 informing the public of closures and diversions to Public Rights of Way; 

 The Applicant working with contractors to provide local people with employment opportunities;  

 compliance with the Construction Environmental Management Plan; 

 provision of off-site housing or financial contributions to mitigate the loss of residential properties; and  

 providing clear diversion signs for drivers to reduce stress.  

15 MATERIALS 

15.1.1. Studies are currently being carried out to consider potential effects of the Proposed Scheme in terms of 
materials. These studies are yet to be completed. Finalised versions will be reported within the Environmental 
Statement.  

15.1.2. The assessment of impacts on material resources focused on the use of non-renewable materials needed to 
construct the Proposed Scheme and the waste that is likely to be produced throughout the Scheme lifecycle (in 
construction, demolition and site preparation).  

15.1.3. The Proposed Scheme will consume material resources, as well as produce waste during the demolition, site 
preparation and construction phases. Impacts during the operational phase are thought to be insignificant, and 
have not be included within the assessment.  

15.1.4. There are a range of materials required to construct the Proposed Scheme. These include (but are not limited 
to): steel; concrete; road and pedestrian paving materials; bricks; sand; aggregate; and timber.  

15.1.5. Wastes likely to be generated can include: vegetation and other above ground materials produced during site 
clearance; hazardous or contaminated material found on or beneath the Proposed Scheme; surplus cabling; 
and general construction wastes (e.g. packaging and damaged goods).  

15.1.6. At this stage is considered likely that these effects can be address with the use of control measures, such as 
designing out waste and implementing a Construction Environmental Management Plan, Site Waste 
Management Plan and Materials Management Plan.  

15.1.7. The use of construction materials is likely to have a negative effect on the regional and national material 
resources. However, due to the design not being complete, the amount of materials needed has not been 
finalised.  
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15.1.8. During demolition and site preparation, it is expected that the amount of waste generated will be suitable for 
recovery at an offsite facility, which is in line with Norfolk Waste Strategies.  

15.1.9. As there is limited information regarding material resources at this stage, the preliminary assessment 
concluded that further assessment will be undertaken for the Environmental Statement. 

16 GEOLOGY AND SOILS 

16.1.1. Studies are currently being carried out to consider potential effects of the proposed scheme upon geology, soils 
and contamination. These studies are yet to be completed.  

16.1.2. Desk-based assessments, identified the potential for contamination to be present across the site. The main 
areas of focus included (i) the potential for disturbance of existing contaminated land; (ii) the potential that 
construction could establish routes between pollution and nearby areas or their users; (iii) effects on buried 
infrastructure; and (iv) effects on controlled waters (from the movement of contaminants). 

16.1.3. Drilling has been undertaken on site to take samples below ground material.  This was undertaken between 
September 2017 and March 2018, gathered information on the ground conditions. Chemical testing has yet to 
be completed, the potential construction and operational impacts will be further assessed.  

16.1.4. Construction will include works below ground, which may be potentially contaminated. If contamination is 
present, there is a risk that they could be disturbed during construction, potentially entering the ground or waters. 
Also, site users, users of nearby areas and construction workers could be affected through direct contact, taking 
in and breathing in contaminated soils.  

16.1.5. Once the bridge is open and fully functional, it is predicted that all remediation work of contaminated land will 
have been undertaken during construction. However, in areas such as landscaping where humans could interact 
with the geology and soils, operational effects might include breathing or otherwise taking in contaminants from 
the land.  

16.1.6. As this stage, no significant adverse effects are currently expected, but this will need to be confirmed once 
contamination testing has been completed.  This will be reported in the Environmental Statement. 

17 TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORT 

17.1.1. In order of assess the potential impacts of the Proposed Scheme, the Traffic and Transport chapter looks at the 
following: 

 re-distribution of traffic on the existing road network; 

 effects on public transport users,  

 severance (ease of access and connectivity between communities),  

 effects on pedestrians and cyclists,  

 driver stress and delay,  

 collisions and safety,  

 fear and intimidation and  

 hazardous loads.  

17.1.2. To date, these assessments have been supported by a Preliminary Transport Assessment, which will be 
updated for the Environmental Statement.  
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17.1.3. Initial assessments have found that the Proposed Scheme will result in the re-distribution of traffic on the existing 
road network. The assessment concluded that this is likely to have a beneficial effect by easing congestion. The 
predicted impacts of the Proposed Scheme once the bridge is open and fully functional are likely to be positive, 
overall, by: 

 shortening journey times; 

 reducing congestion; 

 providing provisions for pedestrians and cyclists; 

 reducing collisions and casualties; and 

 encouraging and increasing the use of most active modes of transport (walking and cycling).  

17.1.4. However, there may also be negative effects during the construction phase, because of construction related 
disruption. These are predicted to be temporary and will be fully assessed within the Transport Assessment.   

17.1.5. A full assessment of the effects of the Proposed Scheme in relation to traffic and transport will be included in 
the Transport Assessment and presented in the Environmental Statement.  

18 CUMULATIVE EFFECTS   

18.1.1. The assessment of cumulative effects considers how the impacts of the Proposed Scheme might be felt, when 
considering the different environmental topics in combination.  

18.1.2. Cumulative effects also consider impacts when other projects are carried out at the same time but in different 
places. Individually, the impact of the Proposed Development may be small. However, in combination with 
another project, there may be significant effects on the environment. 

18.1.3. Finally, cumulative effects also consider impacts when other projects are carried in a similar location but at 
another time, as this may bring significant effects on the environment. 

18.1.4. An assessment of the potential cumulative effects of the Proposed Scheme with those mentioned above has 
yet to be undertaken. The significance of these cumulative effects will be assessed within the Environmental 
Statement.  
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1 SCOPE OF THIS NON-TECHNICAL SUMMARY 

1.1.1. The purpose of this note is to briefly describe the processes that have been undertaken to produce the data 
that is presented as part of the pre-application consultation associated with proposals for the Great Yarmouth 
Third River Crossing (GYTRC) Scheme. This includes describing the transport models that have been 
developed and the data that they rely upon, how these have been used in forecasting future travel demand 
and how the forecasting work has been used to produce estimates of future traffic levels with and without the 
proposed Scheme. This is a non-technical summary which will be expanded upon, by detailed reports and 
technical work, during the continuing development of the scheme and the Development Consent Order 
application process. 
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2 OVERVIEW OF THE TRANSPORT MODELS 

2.1 THE GREAT YARMOUTH STRATEGIC TRAFFIC MODEL 
2.1.1. The Great Yarmouth Strategic Traffic Model (GYSTM) was originally developed in 2002 by Norfolk County 

Council (NCC) and has been updated a number of times since then, including in 2003 by Mott MacDonald 
(MM) to represent the traffic conditions of Great Yarmouth in detail. The 2003 Great Yarmouth model was 
subsequently revalidated to 2008 traffic levels by MM. 

2.1.2. The model was rebased to 2016 using new traffic data collected for the purpose of providing evidence for the 
GYTRC Outline Business Case (OBC) submission. Forecasts of traffic relating to the Proposed Scheme for 
the future years of 2023, 2038 and 2051 were created. 

2.1.3. The model was recently updated to produce a 2018 base with reference to additional data collection and the 
inclusion of recently completed local highway schemes. The future year forecasts were also updated to 
represent changes in the Proposed Scheme design, committed infrastructure on both the Strategic Road 
Network (SRN) and local network, and committed land use developments. 

GENERAL FORM OF THE MODELS   

2.1.4. The GYSTM model framework consists of two main elements.  

2.1.5. Highway Traffic Model - The highway traffic model is a traffic assignment model that predicts the travel 
routes and costs for vehicles travelling through the network. The model comprises a representation of the 
highway network which is modelled in detail in Great Yarmouth and the immediate urban areas, but with a 
coarser network resolution in surrounding areas to represent routes approaching Great Yarmouth. Across the 
town queues and delays at junctions are simulated in the model, and these are taken into account in the 
predictions of travel routes. Traffic demand is loaded onto the network from zones which represent areas of 
trip generation across Great Britain, with relatively small zone areas in Great Yarmouth and progressively 
larger zones further away from the town.  

2.1.6. Demand Model - This is a variable demand model which varies the traffic demand in the highway traffic 
model. The demand model is used to represent behavioural responses to changes in travel costs such as 
changes in the location of trip ends, changes in mode, or changes in the timing of travel, for example from 
peak to off peak. 

2.1.7. The overall modelling framework has been developed to be consistent with the guidance set out by the 
Department for Transport in their Web-based Transport Appraisal Guidance, WebTAG. 

TIME PERIODS  

2.1.8. The highway assignment model has been developed for three time periods:  

 AM Peak Hour (08:00-09:00hrs)  
 Average Inter-Peak Hour (10:00-15:30hrs)  
 PM Peak Hour (16:30-17:30hrs)  

DATA USED IN BUILDING THE BASE MODEL 

Overview 

2.1.9. To develop a transport model requires information on travel patterns i.e. where people are travelling from and 
to and the volumes of traffic making these journeys. The network performance also needs to be represented 
so that travel times and junction delays are reproduced in the model.  

2.1.10. Information required to develop the model is acquired through a number of survey methods to collect 
information on travel patterns and volumes and on the network performance. A summary of the key data used 
to develop the models is outlined in the following sections.  

Road Side Interview Surveys 

2.1.11. The highway traffic model makes use of new roadside interview (RSI) data collected in 2016. These surveys 
capture a sample of drivers at interview locations to ascertain for each journey the start and end of their trip 
and the purpose of the journey, amongst other data collected. Surveys were carried out over 12 hour periods 
at key locations to capture the major traffic movements in the Great Yarmouth area.  
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Traffic count data  

2.1.12. In 2016, a traffic data collection exercise was carried out across Great Yarmouth. Data collected included links 
counts and junction turning counts. Some counts were used in model development and others to adjust and 
check that the highway model accurately represents the existing situation.  

Journey time data  

2.1.13. The highway model makes use of 2016 journey time information (ie time taken to traverse the highway 
network from a point A to a point B) which was collated for a selection of routes running in or around Great 
Yarmouth. The purpose of this exercise is to provide data that allows the model to be adjusted and checked 
against observed conditions.  

MODEL NETWORK 

Geographical extent of model and network hierarchy  

2.1.14. The geographical extent of the highway model has been designed so that it is suitable for assessing the 
impact of the Third River Crossing and other schemes that are currently being implemented or developed for 
implementation. This means the model can reflect traffic routing in and around the Great Yarmouth urban area 
and strategic traffic travelling from the surrounding areas to the town and around it.  

Zoning  

2.1.15. The zoning system consists of 240 zones in total covering the whole of Great Britain, with smaller zones in the 
study area in Great Yarmouth and progressively larger zones further away from Great Yarmouth.  

TRAVEL DEMAND  

2.1.16. The travel demand has been produced by merging observed travel data with estimates made from a travel 
estimation model. The observed data from the RSIs and traffic counts are used to build tables of observed 
travel demand between the zones in the model, whilst the travel estimation model predicts the travel between 
zones based on the households and employment in each zone and the distance between the zones. The 
observed data can only capture travel that has been observed where the RSI surveys took place, so merging 
this data with the estimated demand means that movements can be included that have not been fully 
observed by RSI surveys. The combined data is then adjusted to match observed count data.  

ASSIGNMENT ALGORITHM  

2.1.17. The route choice during a model assignment is largely determined by the travel cost incurred on each route. 
The travel cost for a particular route between two zones is a function of the travel time, the distance travelled, 
plus any fares/ tolls for the particular route. These travel costs are calculated by the transport models for all 
possible routes on the networks and the travel demand is then assigned to the least cost routes. The process 
is repeated a number of times until an optimum or equilibrium is produced. The convergence of the iterative 
process is monitored and checked to make sure it meets standard targets. 

BASE MODEL VALIDATION  

2.1.18. The 2016 base model was built, calibrated and validated (adjusted and checked) against an independent set 
of traffic counts and the journey time data. 

2.1.19. Recently, the changes from 2016 to 2018 in network, land use and traffic flows were analysed. Traffic counts 
from 2018 were compared to 2016 and the results showed that flows had not increased from 2016 levels. 
Land use and network changes were provided by NCC. Again this showed minimal changes from 2016. As a 
result the 2016 network was updated to 2018 and the 2016 demand assigned on it.  This was considered to 
accurately represent the traffic conditions of 2018. 
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3 TRAFFIC FORECASTS  

3.1 APPROACH TO FORECASTING  
3.1.1. Traffic forecasts were produced for three forecast years, the year of scheme opening, 2023, the design year, 

2038, and the horizon year, 2051. Forecast scenarios with and without the proposed GYTRC Scheme were 
produced and the following changes apply for each of the forecast years:  

 A set of transport network changes (indicated in the table in Appendix A);  
 Assumptions about changes in values of time and vehicle operating costs over time;  
 A set of development assumptions;  
 Application of National Trip End Model (NTEM) growth factors as a control on trip growth; and  
 Use of the Road Transport Forecasts for growth of freight traffic.  

3.1.2. The highway network and development assumptions were arrived at through a process of identifying potential 
transport improvements and development proposals, and assessing of the likelihood of each of these 
proposals occurring. In the case of the highway network the changes included not only the GYTRC scheme 
itself but also known traffic management and highway improvements and highway changes associated with 
developments.  

3.1.3. The resulting forecasts produced reference levels of travel demand, but these did not account for the change 
in travel costs that would arise from any increased demand. To take account of this a variable demand 
modelling process was applied in accordance with the DfT WebTAG Guidance. This modified the reference 
travel demand with changes in trip distribution and travel mode to account for changes in the travel costs.  

3.2 FORECAST SCENARIOS  
3.2.1. Traffic forecasts have been prepared for three different scenarios, referring to the level, distribution and 

structure of population, households, employment, and car ownership, which affect car availability, as well as 
general economic variables such as the level of GDP and fuel prices. Scenarios combine growth information 
from known committed development and background growth from national forecasts and typically include: 

 Core Scenario;  
 Low Demand Scenario; and 
 High Demand Scenario. 

3.3 PRESENTING THE FORECASTS  
3.3.1. The transport models produce forecasts for each of the time periods. For the purpose of presenting the results 

at the Consultation these output traffic flows have been combined and factored to a representative two-way 
Annual Average Daily Traffic flow (AADT). These are presented on plans and also tabulated. Traffic data is 
also available for each of the time periods and directions at the same locations for which that AADTs are 
shown on the plans. 
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Table 1 - Highway Scheme Coding 

Scheme Base 
Year 
2018 

Opening 
Year 
2023 

Design 
Year 
2038 

Horizon 
Year 
2051 

Improvements to Fuller’s Hill roundabout Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Improvements to North Quay and The Conge Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Improvements to GY Station Access* No Yes Yes Yes 

Improvements to Vauxhall roundabout No Yes Yes Yes 

Improvements to Gapton Hall roundabout No Yes Yes Yes 

Improvements to Southtown Rd /Station Rd junction No Yes Yes Yes 

Third River Crossing** No Yes Yes Yes 

* This scheme was not included in the base year, because at the time that traffic data was collected the 
improvements were under construction. 

** Just in the with TRC scenario 

 





 

 

 
 
 
 
St. Johns House 
Queen Street 
Manchester 
M2 5JB 
 
wsp.com 



Great Yarmouth Third River Crossing 
Pre-application Consultation Report Appendices 

Document Reference: 5.2 

Appendix G-7 – Consultation Materials: Design 
Process Summary 





Great Yarmouth Third River Crossing
Design Process Summary August 2018

Introduction

The Third River Crossing scheme involves the construction, operation and maintenance of a new crossing of 
the River Yare in Great Yarmouth. The new crossing links the A47 at Harfrey’s Roundabout with South Denes 
Road (“the Proposed Scheme”). 

The high level strategic objectives of the Proposed Scheme are:

• To support Great Yarmouth as a centre for both offshore renewable energy and the offshore oil and 
gas industry, enabling the delivery of renewable energy NSIPs and enhancing the port’s role as an 
international gateway;

• To improve access and strategic connectivity between Great Yarmouth port and the national road 
network thereby supporting and promoting economic and employment growth (particularly in the 
Enterprise Zone);

• To support the regeneration of Great Yarmouth, including the town centre and seafront, helping the 
visitor and retail economy; 

• To improve regional and local access by enhancing the resilience of the local road network, reducing 
congestion and improving journey time reliability;

• To improve safety and to reduce road casualties and accidents, in part by reducing heavy traffic from 
unsuitable routes within the town centre;

• To improve access to and from the Great Yarmouth peninsula for pedestrians, cyclists and buses, 
encouraging more sustainable modes of transport and also reducing community severance; and

• To protect and enhance the environment by reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and minimising the 
environmental impact of the Proposed Scheme.

Design Process

Assessment work to consider possible options was undertaken between 2003 and 2009 which led to 
Norfolk County Council adopting a preferred route for the Third River Crossing in December 2009.During the 
examination of crossing options the following alternatives have been considered and discounted:

Tunnel – a tunnel option would have no impact on the operation of the port once complete but would take 
approximately 3 years to construct, and would have a greater impact on the port during construction. A 
tunnel would require mechanical and electrical systems for ventilation, drainage and fire protection. It would 
be difficult to prevent flood waters from entering the tunnel so temporary closures due to flooding could be 
considered a possibility. 

Fixed bridge - a fixed bridge that was high enough to allow vessels to pass beneath without opening would 
need much greater areas for approach ramps. This would have greater impact on surrounding residential and 
business areas and would make it very difficult to link with the existing highway network on either side of the 
river.

Swing Bridge – a swing bridge would require a greater area of quayside to accommodate it when open.  At 
the Stage 2 consultations in Summer 2017 a swing bridge was presented as an alternative to the preferred 
option of a twin leaf bascule bridge. The results of this consultation confirmed the view that there is overall 
support for the proposed scheme of a bascule bridge at 4.5m clearance.

In a Direction made under section 35 of the Planning Act 2008 dated 26th February 2018, the Secretary of 
State (SoS) confirmed that he was satisfied that the Proposed Scheme was nationally significant and directed 
that the Proposed Scheme, together with any matters associated with it, was to be treated as development 
for which development consent is required. The SoS was of the opinion that the Proposed Scheme was 
nationally significant for the following reasons:

• “The Port has a nationally significant role in the renewable energy sector and the offshore gas and oil 
industry and the scheme will substantially improve connectivity and resilience for port activities;

• The scheme will support the delivery of existing and potential renewable energy Nationally Significant 
Infrastructure Projects (NSIPs); and 

• Supports the Port’s role as an International Gateway”. 

It was also noted that, in addition, “the scheme will improve the offer of the Port through better connectivity 
to the Enterprise Zone”. The consequence of the Direction is that the Proposed Scheme is now subject 
to the consenting regime comprised in the Planning Act and associated subordinate legislation (including 
the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017. The Proposed Scheme 
therefore cannot proceed unless the SoS decides to grant development consent by making a Development 
Consent Order (DCO). Norfolk County Council thus intends to submit an application for a DCO in Spring 2019.
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Design Intent:

A design-led development for the Proposed Scheme has ensured all parties involved in the development of 
the design share a common understanding of the underpinning objectives. The overarching aspirations are 
to ensure the Proposed Scheme and its connections with the surrounding context offer the most appropri-
ate solution with opportunities maximised.
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Bridge Mechanism:

The initial design for a double leaf bascule was compared with alternative mechanism options to determine 
if there was a more functional, cost effective option that would be quicker to build. Key criteria for comparing 
the mechanism options included; safety, reliability, constructability, cost, environmental impact, and 
compliance with the high level objectives and design intent. 

The most suitable bridge mechanism for the crossing was identified as a twin leaf bascule bridge. This 
mechanism permits a movable span section providing a minimum of 50m clear navigation channel between 
fendering. It will also provide 4.5m clearance over the water above MHWSL to the underside of the bridge 
when lowered. In consultation with Great Yarmouth Port Company (GYPC), vessel simulation modelling 
has been undertaken to confirm the effects of setting the navigation channel width at a minimum of 50m 
between fenders. 

There has been exploration by designers to determine the optimal double leaf bascule type. These have 
ranged between below deck counterweight and over-head counterweight options. 

Although the height and horizontal alignment of the bridge deck is fixed, the design retains some flexibility 
in relation to the range of opening mechanisms under consideration. This will allow for some innovation by a 
contractor and hopefully reduce cost. The environmental assessments undertaken to date have taken account 
of this range of opening mechanisms by assessing a ‘worst case’. The proposal for the opening mechanism 
will be fixed when the application for a DCO is submitted.

Support Structure and Piers

The Proposed Scheme currently comprises a fixed bridge over Southtown Road*  and a central opening span 
over the River Yare. The height has been influenced by the gradients required for the highway connections to 
the existing network. 

Depending on the overall design and the mechanism chosen to facilitate the opening of the central span, 
there may be supporting walls or piers beneath the bridge. A bascule bridge with below-deck counterweights 
may need structures extending into the river to accommodate the counter weight mechanism. 

Below Deck Counterweight (possible illustrative design) Above Deck Counterweight (possible illustrative design)

Design Process

The Proposed Scheme is being developed by a multidisciplinary team including; transport planners; 
environmental specialists; landscape and urban designers; as well as engineers specialising in highways, 
structures, geotechnics, and maritime. This integrated team has collaborated with Norfolk County Council to 
design the most appropriate project for the town. 

The design has been developed considering ways to maintain the functionality of the navigable river, and 
optimise the road network and the crossing as a whole. An opening bridge is required to allow the passage of 
boats and large vessels along the river. The Stage 2 Consultations in Summer 2017 helped to confirm that the 
best solution for an opening structure is a bascule bridge with a clearance of 4.5m above Mean High Water 
High Spring Level (MHWSL).

The Proposed Scheme design has evolved over recent years, with refinement of how the bridge could 
operate, look and how it will contribute to creating a new ‘place’ in Great Yarmouth. In line with the high 
level objectives of the project, the new crossing aims to offer a positive experience for all users and to enable 
healthy lifestyle choices for the people of Great Yarmouth. 

*If a bridge with counterweights above the deck is constructed, the double-leaf bascule bridge and the single-span bridge over Southtown Road could be combined 
into a single, longer, structure, without separation between these two parts.

Design Components

Design development has followed an iterative process involving multiple design disciplines to create a cohe-
sive scheme. 

The scheme can broadly be divided into the following components:

• Bridge Mechanism
• Support structure and piers
• Other structures and furniture
• Highways and cycling/walking routes
• Approaches and public realm
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Highways and Cycling /Walking Network

The Proposed Scheme involves new highway links to the surrounding highway network including a new 
roundabout on William Adams Way connecting to Harfrey’s Roundabout on the west and a new controlled 
junction at South Denes Road on the east side. The new roundabout on William Adams Way will be 
approximately 2m above the surrounding terrain and the new carriageway will rise to approximately 7.2m 
above Southtown Road. Access to Queen Anne’s Road will be from Southtown Road. The design of the 
elevated bridge approach embankments is subject to the contractor design and will be retained either by 
reinforced soil or reinforced concrete retaining walls.

The Proposed Scheme will provide direct access for business and industrial traffic to the southern peninsula 
avoiding the town centre, tourism, heritage and residential areas. It will also provide a new strategic 
connection for cyclists and pedestrians linking communities on both sides of the River Yare, including 
Southtown Common Recreation Ground which is a key public space. 

A network of walking and segregated cycle routes are linked by a combination of controlled and uncontrolled 
crossings at locations to encourage walking and cycling journeys. Southtown Road is an important north-south 
link supporting nine bus routes and the scheme provides the opportunity to improve the bus stop provision. 

The scheme considers the relocation of an existing bus stop on the eastern side of Southtown Road, a new 
section of segregates cycle path and a new crossing. This will enable this area to function as a transport hub 
along this key North to South route.

The proposed bridge and approach road include footways on either side and a segregated cycleway on one 
side. This connects to existing and proposed cycle facilities on the west side of the river.  On the east side the 
segregated cycle lane links to advanced stop lines at the proposed traffic signalled junction on South Denes 
Road, allowing access onto Sutton Road and the wider cycle network beyond.  The consideration of the 
provision of a shared footway and cycleway on both sides of the new crossing, as an alternative, is subject to 
further investigation and engagement with the stakeholders.

Other Structures and Furniture

Control Tower:

The location and scale of this functional structure means it must be designed appropriately for its setting 
and surrounding context. The requirement for a control tower will be informed by the anticipated Bridge 
Operator and Port Authority. It will contain key apparatus for operating the opening span of the bridge and 
provide appropriate field of vision to ensure the safety of bridge users and marine traffic.

Three provisional locations (A, B, C) have been identified for the control tower. The control tower location 
and design is dependent on the bridge and mechanism design and will be developed in tandem with these 
components.  This is to maintain flexibility for the DCO and ensure all components fit with the functionality 
and aspirations of the Proposed Scheme.  

Bridge Furniture:

Other functional bridge components such as lighting, parapets, and wigwags (crossing signals) are still being 
developed. The design of these will tie into the design of the bridge mechanism and the overall design aes-
thetic. 

To ensure an optimum opening and closing sequence, pedestrian movement will be managed separately to 
vehicles. This requires separate pedestrian holding areas to be included in the design, allowing more traffic 
to pass over the bridge before opening and closing operations, decreasing the traffic build up back to the 
junctions. 

Provisional Control Tower Locations With below Deck Counterweight Option
Proposed Scheme and Wider Cycling Network

A
BC
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Public Realm, Approaches and Planting

Public Realm

The existing quay at Southtown Road sits above street level however part of the quay area has been 
incorporated into the scheme to create Bollard Quay: a new riverside public space associated with the new 
bridge structure. Proposed levels within the space will be designed to improve the relationship between 
street and riverside edge providing integrated accessible step and ramped access to the upper level that 
overlooks the river. The type of mechanism developed for the double leaf bascule bridge will determine 
the footprint of the support structures on Bollard Quay and inform the final design of the public space and 
connecting walking and cycling routes

Conclusion

Whilst components of the bridge opening mechanism still retain an element of flexibility, the design process 
is underpinned by a robust review process to ensure the Propsoed Scheme provides the best response 
to the opportunities and aspirations for the crossing and its connections to the wider context. The design 
process ensures that the High Level objectives are met and the crossing with optimise the functionality of 
the navigable river, the road network and create a new ‘place’ for the town of Great Yarmouth for all users to 
utilise and enjoy for years to come. 

Plan of Proposed New Roundabout, Western Approach and Green Routes
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Ramp and steps 

Approaches

The new roundabout and elevated approaches creates an opportunity to enhance cycling/walking 
connections and improve bio-diversity through varied planting and tree species on the western side of the 
proposed scheme. 

The shared cycling/footway routes, referred to as ‘green routes,’ have been proposed to connect Suffolk 
Road and Southtown Common with Southtown Road and the wider cycle network. 
The green routes have been designed to allow for maintenance access to the bridge approach embankments 
and proposed planting and trees. 

The green route on the southern side of the bridge approach will connect to modified arrangements at the 
western end of Queen Anne’s Road, the proposed allotment relocation site and the community ‘Mind’ site. 
The green route on the northern side of the bridge approach is a pedestrian and cycle connection to Suffolk 
Road and the bridge deck. 

3

3

Masterplan of Proposed Scheme with Below Deck Counterweight Option
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Great Yarmouth Third River Crossing Statutory Pre-application Consultation 

Frequently Asked Questions and Answers 

 

Project aims and funding 

Why do we need the Great Yarmouth Third River Crossing? 

The Great Yarmouth Third River Crossing (“the Proposed Scheme”) is needed to 
deliver the following objectives: 

• To support Great Yarmouth as a centre for both offshore renewable energy 
and the offshore oil and gas industry, enabling the delivery of renewable 
energy NSIPs and enhancing the port’s role as an international gateway; 

• To improve access and strategic connectivity between Great Yarmouth port 
and the national road network thereby supporting and promoting economic 
and employment growth (particularly in the Enterprise Zone); 

• To support the regeneration of Great Yarmouth, including the town centre and 
seafront, helping the visitor and retail economy;  

• To improve regional and local access by enhancing the resilience of the local 
road network, reducing congestion and improving journey time reliability; 

• To improve safety and to reduce road casualties and accidents, in part by 
reducing heavy traffic from unsuitable routes within the town centre; 

• To improve access to and from the Great Yarmouth peninsula for pedestrians, 
cyclists and buses, encouraging more sustainable modes of transport and 
also reducing community severance; and 

• To protect and enhance the environment by reducing emissions of 
greenhouse gases and minimising the environmental impact of the Proposed 
Scheme.  

How much would the Proposed Scheme cost and how would it be funded? 

In 2017 Norfolk County Council, as highways authority, submitted an Outline 
Business Case (i.e. a bid for a funding contribution) to the Department for Transport 
(DfT). The submission to DfT set out the project cost as approximately £120m. The 
Autumn Budget 2017 allocated a Government contribution of £98m towards the 
Proposed Scheme.  The remaining cost will be locally funded and is likely to come 
from a range of sources. 

Can this Government funding be used for other local transport proposals? 

No, the funding contribution from the DfT specifically relates to the Proposed 
Scheme.  Therefore the funding cannot be used on other transport schemes. 

 

Obtaining development consent for the project 

Why is development consent under the Planning Act 2008 needed? 

The Planning Act 2008 (‘the Planning Act’) provides a specialised regime for 
assessing and consenting nationally significant infrastructure projects.  On 26 
January 2018, Norfolk County Council formally requested that the Secretary of State 
for Transport should use the power under Section 35 of the Planning Act to direct 
that the Proposed Scheme should be treated as development for which development 
consent is required. 
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In the direction of 26 February 2018, the Secretary of State confirmed that he was 
satisfied that the scheme is nationally significant.  He therefore directed that the 
Proposed Scheme, is to be treated as development for which development consent 
under the Planning Act is required. 

What is the effect of needing development consent? 

The effect of the Secretary of State for Transport’s direction means that Norfolk 
County Council will require a Development Consent Order (DCO) under the Planning 
Act in order to construct, maintain and operate the Proposed Scheme.   

An important feature of the Planning Act regime is that it is designed, so far as 
possible, to provide a single forum for assessing every aspect of the merits of a 
proposed project.  The intention is that if a DCO is made, the need for other 
regulatory permissions and consents should be kept to a minimum. For example if 
the DCO is granted, planning permission will not be required.  The DCO can also 
include a wide range of provision about matters related to the Proposed Scheme, 
such as compulsory acquisition of land, road closures and alterations, traffic 
restrictions and matters concerning the River Yare (including a Deemed Marine 
Licence). 

What is the process for obtaining development consent and how long will this take? 

The Planning Inspectorate (PINS) is responsible for administering the DCO process 
on behalf of the Secretary of State. This includes the appointment of Inspectors to 
act as the “Examining Authority” who will examine applications for DCOs and provide 
recommendations to the Secretary of State for Transport, who then decides whether 
the DCO should be made. The process of obtaining a DCO can be summarised in 6 
key stages: 

 Stage 

Approximate 
Timescales for the 
Proposed Scheme 

 

Pre-application - During this period the scheme 
proposals are developed and pre-application 
consultation and publicity is undertaken. 

Norfolk County Council 
intends to submit a DCO 
application to PINS in 
Spring 2019. 

 

Acceptance - Before a DCO application can 
proceed to assessment, it will be checked for 
compliance with various requirements, including 
that the County Council has carried out effective 
pre-application consultation and publicity. 

PINS, on behalf of the 
Secretary of State for 
Housing, Communities 
and Local Government, 
has 28 days to decide 
on whether to accept 
the application. 

 

Pre-examination - If the application for a DCO 
is accepted, this will be the subject of notification 
and publicity to be carried out by Norfolk County 
Council. The public will be able to register with 
PINS and provide a written summary of their 
views on the application. This will enable them 
to become an Interested Party and participate in 
the Examination. Preparation for the 

The pre-examination 
process does not have a 
prescribed period, 
however this generally 
takes in the region of 
three months and is 
expected to take place 
in Spring/Summer 2019. 
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Examination will take place, including a 
Preliminary Meeting which Interested Parties will 
be invited to attend. 

 

Examination - During the DCO examination, 
those who have previously registered to have 
their say as Interested Parties will be invited to 
provide more details of their views in writing and 
can also request open floor hearings and 
compulsory acquisition hearings. The Examining 
Authority may also decide to hold Hearings.  

The Examination period 
lasts up to a maximum 
of six months and is 
expected to start in 
Summer 2019. 

 

Decision - Within three months of the 
examination period concluding the Examining 
Authority will make a recommendation to the 
Secretary of State for Transport, who will then 
decide, within a period of three months, whether 
to make the DCO. 

The decision from the 
Secretary of State for 
Transport can take up to 
six months following the 
end of the examination 
period.  This is expected 
in Spring/Summer 2020. 

 

Post Decision – There is an opportunity for 
legal challenge of the decision. 

The Planning Act 
requires that a 
challenge is made within 
six weeks of the 
Secretary of State’s 
decision. 

The Proposed Scheme is currently at the Pre-application stage. 

 

When is the application for a DCO proposed? 

Norfolk County Council propose to make the application for a DCO for the Proposed 
Scheme in Spring 2019. 

 

Consultation 

What consultation has been undertaken on the Proposed Scheme? 

Norfolk County Council has undertaken two previous consultations.  These were as 
follows: 

Non-statutory Initial Engagement Consultation (Stage 1) undertaken in 

2016/2017.  The purpose of this consultation was to invite and assess views on 

congestion within Great Yarmouth and the surrounding area, to share emerging 

proposals and to understand the level of support for the scheme.  The key findings 

from this consultation were: 

• Congestion in Great Yarmouth is considered a serious issue; 

• The Proposed Scheme would make journeys faster; 

• Congestion would be reduced by the new crossing. 

Non-statutory Scheme Development Consultation (Stage 2) undertaken in 
Summer 2017.  The purpose of this consultation was to invite and assess views on 
the scheme development work so far. The key findings from this consultation were: 
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• Support for the scheme remains high; 

• There is overall support for the Proposed Scheme of a bascule bridge at 4.5m 
clearance; 

• A key concern relates to how the bridge affects port business and the 
passage of vessels on the river; 

• The consultation identified a number of suggestions regarding how the 
scheme could be improved. 
 

Why are you consulting again? 

As part of the process of applying for a DCO, Norfolk County Council is required to 
carry out pre-application consultation and publicity in accordance with the Planning 
Act 2008 and have regard to the responses received.   

Norfolk County Council is undertaking its pre-application (Stage 3) consultation 
between 20 August 2018 and 5 October 2018.  The consultation shows the current 
Proposed Scheme that is intended to form the basis of the application for a DCO.  
The responses to this consultation will help the Council refine and resolve the 
Proposed Scheme and will be documented in a consultation report, which will form 
part of the documents submitted in the application. 

 

Development of the Proposed Scheme  

How did you select the potential location for the crossing? 

Assessment work to consider possible options was undertaken between 2003 and 
2009 which led to Norfolk County Council adopting a preferred route for the Third 
River Crossing in December 2009. 
 
Have any other options been considered? 

During the examination of crossing options the following alternatives have been 
considered and discounted: 

Tunnel – a tunnel option would have no impact on the operation of the port once 
complete but would take approximately 3 years to construct, and would have a 
greater impact on the port during construction.   A tunnel would require mechanical 
and electrical systems for ventilation, drainage and fire protection. It would be difficult 
to prevent flood waters from entering the tunnel so temporary closures due to 
flooding could be considered a possibility.  

Fixed bridge - a fixed bridge that was high enough to allow vessels to pass beneath 
without opening would need much greater areas for approach ramps.  This would 
have greater impact on surrounding residential and business areas and would make 
it very difficult to link with the existing highway network on either side of the river. 

Swing Bridge – a swing bridge would require a greater area of quayside to 
accommodate it when open.  At the Stage 2 consultations in Summer 2017 a swing 
bridge was present as an alternative to the preferred option of a twin leaf bascule 
bridge.  The results of this consultation confirmed the view that there is overall 
support for the Proposed Scheme of a bascule bridge at 4.5m clearance. 
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Environmental Assessment 

How will the impact on the environment be assessed? 

The Proposed Scheme will be an “EIA development”, which means that it will be 
subject to a statutory Environmental Impact Assessment under the Infrastructure 
Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017. 

An Environmental Statement will accompany the application documents for a DCO.  
This will identify, describe and assess the likely significant effects of the Proposed 
Scheme on the environment both during construction and once it is in operation. 

For this Stage 3 pre-application consultation in Summer 2018, a Preliminary 
Environmental Information Report (PEIR) has been produced which provides 
information on the potential environmental effects of the current Proposed Scheme. 
The PEIR uses information that is currently available to us and recognises that 
aspects of the Proposed Scheme are yet to be finalised.  A non-technical summary 
of the PEIR has also been produced. 

Both the PEIR and its non technical summary will be available to view on Norfolk 
County Council’s website (www.norfolk.gov.uk/3rc) from 20 August 2018.  The 
documents form part of the pre—application consultation and the Council will 
welcome comments on the content. 

 

Will flooding affect the new crossing? How are we mitigating this risk? 

The new crossing will be designed at a level above even extreme tidal flood events 
where climate change is considered. The 0.1% Annual Exceedance Probability (1 in 
1000 chance of occurrence in any given year) tidal flood event including an 
allowance for significant sea level rise is below the proposed level of the new 
crossing.  

The flood risk to the new crossing as well as the impact of the new crossing on 
flooding is being investigated using a hydraulic model of the River Yare through 
Great Yarmouth. The new crossing will be designed to limit the impact of the scheme 
on flooding within Great Yarmouth and we are working with the Environment Agency 
closely to ensure there are no adverse effects resulting from the new crossing in 
terms of flood risk. 

 

Land 

Are you talking to landowners whose properties are located within the footprint of the 
scheme? 

Norfolk County Council will need to acquire land in order to build the Proposed 
Scheme.  Where we do not already own or control the land, we have started 
negotiations with the relevant landowners. In addition many of the residential 
properties directly affected by the Proposed Scheme have already been purchased 
by NCC. 
 
However, as part of our application for Development Consent Order we intend to 
apply for powers which would allow us to acquire land, and rights over land, 

http://www.norfolk.gov.uk/3rc
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compulsorily (subject to payment of compensation) if it has not been possible to 
acquire by agreement. 
 
Would there be any compensation be offered to those who live near the Proposed 
Scheme? 

Under Part 1 of the Land Compensation Act 1973 compensation can be sought by 
people who own and also occupy certain property that has been reduced in value by 
physical factors caused by the scheme but have not had any land acquired for the 
scheme itself. 

The physical factors are noise, vibration, smell, fumes, smoke and artificial lighting 
and the discharge on to the property of any solid or liquid substance. Other factors 
such as the loss of view or privacy cannot be included in the claim for compensation. 

To claim, you must be the owner of the property on the date the road first comes in 
to public use. This is known as the ‘relevant date’. You must also still be the owner 
on the date you claim. 

In addition to being the owner, you must also occupy the property as your home at 
the date you claim. The exceptions to this are where you have let the property to 
someone else or there is another legal reason preventing you from occupying the 
property. 

The first day for claiming compensation is a year and a day after the new or altered 
highway first comes into public use. This is known as the ‘first claim day’. 
 

Design 

What will the new crossing look like? 

The Stage 2 Consultations in summer 2017 helped confirm our view that the best 
solution for an opening bridge is to provide a double leaf bascule bridge with a 
minimum clearance of 4.5m above Mean High Water High Spring Level (MHWSL) to 
the underside of the bridge when lowered. 

The height and horizontal alignment of the bridge deck is already fixed. However, at 
present we would like to retain some flexibility regarding the type of opening 
mechanism to allow contractor innovation and hopefully reduce cost. 

For the pre-application consultations we have produced illustrative images showing 
range of opening mechanisms being considered.   The opening mechanism will be 
fixed when we submit our application for a Development Consent Order. 

 

What provision would be made for cyclists and pedestrians? 

Great Yarmouth has a cycle network, which includes Pedalway Routes that utilise 
Southtown Road and Admiralty Road on either side of the River Yare.  The current 
Proposed Scheme has cycle facilities to link these two routes. These would include a 
4.5m segregated footway/cycleway on the north side and a 2.5m footway on the 
south side. 
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What are the opportunities for open space? 

The area around the bridge support structure at Bollard Quay on the western side of 
the River Yare provides the opportunity for a new public space, for pedestrians and 
cyclists. The type of mechanism developed for the double leaf bascule bridge, and 
the impact and footprint upon Bollard Quay, will further inform the design of the 
public space and connecting pedestrian/cycle routes. The public space will also be 
designed to allow access for maintenance to the crossing. 

The western approach to the crossing features pedestrian and cyclist routes north 
and south of the embankment structures, to enhance connectivity between 
Southtown Road and destinations west of this area including Suffolk Road, the 
allotments, and Southtown Common. There is an opportunity to enhance these 
areas through varied planting and tree species. 

 

Traffic impacts 

What are the traffic impacts of the new crossing? 

A highway traffic model has been used to forecast impacts on traffic as a result of 
the Proposed Scheme.  This takes account of the predicted number of openings of 
the bridge to allow the passage of vessels.  The pre-application consultation 
materials provide details of the forecast vehicle flows with and without the scheme 
for the future years of 2023 and 2038. 

What are we doing to coordinate our plans with those being proposed by Highways 
England for the A47? 

Norfolk County Council is working closely with Highways England (HE) to ensure 

their proposed improvements to the A47 junctions scheme are compatible with the 

Proposed Scheme and to maximise the overall benefits of both schemes. We are 

currently undertaking traffic modelling on behalf of HE to determine the most 

appropriate A47 junction improvements to support the planned enlargement and 

probable signalisation of the Vauxhall Roundabout.  

Part of Highways England’s overall scheme was to provide a right turn out of the 

railway station junction onto Acle New Road. It was agreed that it would be beneficial 

to implement this right turn sooner, so with agreement and funding from HE, we have 

already constructed this as part of our programme of construction works and it 

opened in May 2018. 

 





Great Yarmouth Third River Crossing 
Pre-application Consultation Report Appendices 

Document Reference: 5.2 

Appendix G-9 – Consultation Materials: Scheme 
Visualisations 





Great Yarmouth Third River Crossing 

Stage 3 (Statutory Pre-application) Consultation 

Proposed Scheme Visualisations 

 
Introduction 

This document shows a number of visualisations of the Proposed Scheme.  The plan 
on the following page shows the locations of each visualisation. 

We are proposing a double leaf bascule bridge (a type of lifting bridge – similar in 
operation to the existing Haven Bridge).  The height and horizontal alignment of the 
bridge deck is already fixed. However, at present we would like to retain some 
flexibility regarding the range of structure and opening mechanism to allow 
contractor innovation and hopefully reduce cost. 

Therefore, these visualisations are indicative and each page shows the range of 
opening mechanisms for the bridge that are being considered. The environmental 
assessments undertaken to date have taken account of this range of opening 
mechanisms by assessing a ‘worst case’.  We welcome your views on the 
illustrative visualisations but please note the final design may be different to 
those shown. 

The visualisations show the control tower in location (2a), however three provisional 
locations have been identified for the control tower depending on the type of bascule 
bridge chosen. These are shown as (2a), (2b) and (2c). 

The opening mechanism and tower location would be fixed when we submit 
our application for a Development Consent Order.  

 



Visualisation Locations 

 



Visualisation V1: Proposed crossing in closed position looking 

north from the centre of the River Yare 

Illustrative example of bascule bridge with counter weights below bridge deck 
and structures built into the river 
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Illustrative example of bascule bridge with counter weights above bridge deck 
and piers in the river 

  



Visualisation V2: Proposed crossing in open position looking north 

from the centre of the River Yare 

Illustrative example of bascule bridge with counter weights below bridge deck 
and structures built into the river 
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Illustrative example of bascule bridge with counter weights above bridge deck 
and piers in the river 

  



Visualisation V3: Proposed crossing in closed position looking 

south west from near Fish Wharf 

Illustrative example of bascule bridge with counter weights below bridge deck 
and structures built into the river 
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Illustrative example of bascule bridge with counter weights above bridge deck 
and piers in the river 

  



Visualisation V4: Proposed crossing in open position looking south 

east from near Waveney Road 

Illustrative example of bascule bridge with counter weights below bridge deck 
and structures built into the river 
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Illustrative example of bascule bridge with counter weights above bridge deck 
and piers in the river 

  



Visualisation V5: Looking east along new crossing when in 

closed position 

Illustrative example of bascule bridge with counter weights below bridge deck 
and structures built into the river 
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Illustrative example of bascule bridge with counter weights above bridge deck 
and piers in the river 



Visualisation V6: Overall scheme looking north east from overhead 

with bridge in open position 

Illustrative example of bascule bridge with counter weights below bridge deck 
and structures built into the river 
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Illustrative example of bascule bridge with counter weights above bridge deck 
and piers in the river 

  



Visualisation V7: Bollard Key looking south along Southtown Road 

Illustrative example of bascule bridge with counter weights below bridge deck 
and structures built into the river 
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Illustrative example of bascule bridge with counter weights above bridge deck 
and piers in the river 

 
  



Visualisation V8: South Denes Road proposed traffic signalled 

junction looking north west 

Illustrative example of bascule bridge with counter weights below bridge deck 
and structures built into the river 
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Illustrative example of bascule bridge with counter weights above bridge deck 
and piers in the river 
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Great Yarmouth Third River Crossing  

Stage 3 Consultation  
20 August to 5 October 2018 

 

Have your say on proposals for a new bridge in Great Yarmouth 

Find out more at a series of exhibitions and staffed consultation events… 

  Venue Consultation Events Exhibition Dates 

Great Yarmouth Library 

Tolhouse Street 

Saturday 25 August h10am to 

4:30pm) 

Monday 20 to  

Saturday 25 August 

Priory Centre  

Priory Plain 

Thursday 30 August h10am to 

9pm) 

Tuesday 28 August to  

Saturday 1 September* 

Gorleston Library 

Lowestoft Road 

Tuesday 4 September h10am 

to 8pm) 

Monday 3 to  

Saturday 8 September  

Kings Centre  

Queen Annes Road  

Wednesday 12 September 

h10am to 8pm) 

Tuesday 11 to Saturday 15 

September 

*The Priory Centre exhibition is not available to view between 12:45 and 4pm on Wednesday 29 and Friday 31 August. 

For more information and to respond to the 

consultation online visit www.norfolk.gov.uk/3rc 





Great Yarmouth Third River Crossing  
Extended Consultation to 9 December 2018  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have your say on proposals for a new bridge in Great Yarmouth 

Norfolk County Council has provided missing figures to the Preliminary Environmental Information Report 
(PEIR). This has been available to view on our website and at the document deposit locations shown below 
during the current consultations. Because this additional information has been provided the consultation 

deadline has been extended to 23:59 hours on the 9th December 2018. 

 Great Yarmouth Library – Tolhouse Street, Gt Yarmouth, NR30 2SH 

 Gorleston Library – Lowesoft Road, Gorleston-on-Sea, Gt Yarmouth, NR31 6SG 

 Priory Centre – Priory Plain, Gt Yarmouth, NR30 1NW 

 Kings Centre – 30 Queen Annes Road, Southtown, Gt Yarmouth, NR31 0LE 

 Great Yarmouth Town Hall – Hall Plain, Gt Yarmouth, NR30 2QF 

 The Archive Centre – County Hall, Martineau Lane, NR1 2DQ 
 

For more information and to respond to the consultation online visit 
www.norfolk.gov.uk/3rc 
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Great Yarmouth Third River Crossing
Stage 3 (Statutory pre-application) Consultation

20 August 2018 to 5 October 2018

We need your views on the proposed new bridge over the River Yare  
in Great Yarmouth.

This exhibition sets out our proposals for the Third River Crossing.  
A questionnaire is available for you to feedback your comments and views.

Norfolk County Council www.norfolk.gov.uk/3rc

® If you need this report in large print, audio, Braille, alternative format or in 
a different language please email gy3rc-st3consultation@norfolk.gov.uk or 
telephone 0344 8008020 and we will do our best to help.
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Introduction
 

The Third River Crossing scheme involves the construction, operation and maintenance 
of a new bridge over the River Yare in Great Yarmouth.
The crossing links the A47 at Harfrey’s Roundabout with South Denes Road.
In Spring 2019 Norfolk County Council intends to make an application to the Secretary of 
State for a Development Consent Order for the Third River Crossing.  
We are proposing a double leaf bascule bridge (a type of lifting bridge - similar in 
operation to the existing Haven Bridge). Although the height and horizontal alignment 
of the bridge deck is already fixed, we would like to retain some flexibility regarding the 
range of structure design and opening mechanisms being considered (see boards 6 and 7).  
Before making this application we would like your views on the scheme that we propose 
to submit.

Why do we need the Third River Crossing?

The objectives of the Third River Crossing are:

• To support Great Yarmouth as a centre for the offshore renewable energy, oil and gas industries 
and to enhance the port’s role as an international gateway

• To help create new jobs by improving transport links between the port and the main road network

• To support the regeneration of Great Yarmouth, including the town centre and seafront

• To improve local access by reducing congestion and improving journey time reliability

• To improve safety and remove heavy traffic from unsuitable routes within the town centre

• To improve access to the Great Yarmouth peninsula for pedestrians, cyclists and buses

• To protect and improve the environment, and minimise the impact of the scheme on local people 
and places

Project funding
Norfolk County Council submitted a bid for a funding contribution to the Department for Transport 
(DfT).  The submission to DfT set out the project cost as approximately £120m.  The Autumn Budget 
2017 allocated a Government contribution of £98m towards the scheme. The remaining cost will be 
locally funded and is likely to come from a range of sources.
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Progress to date and future timeline

Progress to date 
2003 to 2009

Initial scheme 
assessment work

Different options 
reviewed and 

assessed, including 
different alignments 
and a tunnel option

Public consultation 
on Great Yarmouth 
and Gorleston Area 

Transportation 
Strategy

Preferred route 
decision confirmed

2009 to 2015
Purchase of properties to safeguard land

2015 to 2016
Secured funding from the New Anglia Local 

Enterprise Partnership
Secured funding from the Department 

for Transport (DfT) to prepare an outline 
business case (the bid for scheme funding)

2016 to 2017
Assessment of 

options for crossing
Stage 1 and 2 public 

consultations
Development and submission of  

the funding bid to the DfT to design and 
construct the scheme. £98 million funding 

contribution granted by DfT

2018
Decision by the Secretary of State that the Third River Crossing is 

nationally significant and requires a special type of permission called 
a Development Consent Order

Further development 
of scheme prior to 
this consultation

Future timeline

5 October 2018 Deadline for responses to this consultation

Spring 2019 Development Consent Order application submitted

Summer 2019 Development Consent Order public examination

Spring/Summer 
2020

Development Consent Order decision by the Secretary of State

Late 2020 Start of construction

Early 2023 Scheme completed and open
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This consultation
This consultation is Stage 3 of a three stage consultation process:

Dates Stage Purpose

November 2016 
- January 2017

Stage 1 
Initial engagement 
consultation

This was a non-statutory consultation to understand 
views on congestion, share emerging proposals and 
understand level of support

September –  
October 2017

Stage 2  
Scheme development 
consultation

This was a non-statutory consultation to provide an 
update on progress and understand views on the 
bridge development work so far

August –  
October 2018

Stage 3 
Statutory pre-application  
consultation

This is the statutory consultation to present details of the 
proposed scheme and obtain views on it before making 
an application for a Development Consent Order

The key findings from Stage 1:

• Congestion in Great Yarmouth is 
considered a serious issue

• The Third River Crossing would 
make journeys faster

• Congestion would be reduced by 
the new crossing

The key findings from Stage 2:

• Support for the scheme remains high

• There is overall support for the proposed scheme of a 
bascule bridge at 4.5m clearance

• A key concern relates to how the bridge affects port 
business and the passage of vessels on the river 

• The consultation identified a number of suggestions 
regarding how the scheme could be improved

Why are we consulting?
The Secretary of State has determined that the Third River Crossing is a project of national significance 
for the purposes of the Planning Act 2008.  

This means that the project requires a special type of permission, called a Development Consent Order, 
to construct, operate and maintain it.

Under the Planning Act 2008 we have to carry out a statutory consultation before we apply for a 
Development Consent Order.  This is the current consultation and your responses to this will help us 
develop the scheme.

A key feature of a Development Consent Order is that it replaces the need for planning permission and 
various other consents/orders which a project would normally need. Therefore this consultation is a very 
important opportunity to express views on the scheme. 

You can find out more on how to comment and have your say on board 17. 

This is  the current consultation
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The opening section of the bridge

The new bridge needs to open to allow the 
passage of boats and large vessels along the 
river. The Stage 2 Consultations in Summer 2017 
helped confirm our view that the best solution for 
an opening bridge is to provide a bascule bridge 
with two sections or ‘leaves’ that lift. The bridge 
would have a clearance of 4.5m over the water at 
high tide when in the lowered position.  

Depending on the 
type of bascule bridge, 
the bridge may need 
structures extending 
into the river to 
accommodate the 
opening mechanism 
(1).  A control tower 
structure located next to 
the bridge would enable 
the 24/7 operation of 
the opening span. Three 
provisional locations 
have been identified 
for the control tower 
depending on the 
type of bascule bridge 

chosen. These are shown as (2a),  (2b) and (2c).
Please see board 7 for more information on the 
possible types of bascule bridge.

Barriers with flashing signs will be provided to 
prevent access onto the bridge whilst it opens.  
A waiting berth suitable for small vessels on 
either side of bridge will allow for moorings of 
vessels waiting for the bridge to open (3).

 Key facts about the bridge 
Estimated number of openings on a typical day 
(in 2023)

15 (based upon our assessment of predicted 
river traffic)

Anticipated total length of time the bridge is 
closed to road traffic on a typical day

82 minutes (approximate average of 5 minutes 
30 seconds per opening)

Total time each day the bridge is open to 
traffic/pedestrians/cyclists

22 hours 38 minutes

Time to open bridge as a result of power failure 
or hydraulic failure

It will take a maximum of 1 hour to open  
the bridge

Marine operations The bridge will open for commercial vessels 
when required and for recreational vessels by 
arrangement

1

1

3

3

Cromwell Road

R
iver Yare

Southtow
n R

oad

Queen Anne's Road

Fis
h W

ha
rf

2a

2c

2b

© Crown copyright
and database rights
2017. Ordnance
Survey 0100031673
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Illustrative example of bascule bridge with counter weights above bridge deck
and piers in the river

Illustrative example of bascule bridge with counter weights below bridge deck
and structures built into the river

Bascule bridge options
We are proposing a double leaf bascule bridge.  After assessment this type of structure is the most 
appropriate at delivering the benefits of the scheme.  The height and horizontal alignment of the 
bridge deck is already fixed.  However, at present we would like to retain some flexibility regarding the 
type of opening mechanism to allow contractor innovation and hopefully reduce cost.  

We have produced indicative visualisations below to show the range of opening mechanisms being 
considered.

The environmental assessments undertaken to date have taken account of this range of opening 
mechanisms by assessing a ‘worst case’.  The opening mechanism would be fixed when we submit our 
application for a Development Consent Order.  We welcome your views on the illustrative designs 
but please note the final design may be different to those shown below.

The final choice on the opening mechanism will be made by Norfolk County Council. In making 
this decision the following will need to be considered:

• Operation times to ensure minimal delay to 
marine and road traffic

• Constructability (how easy it is to build)

• Cost, including future maintenance

• Safety and maintenance

• Impact on vessel navigation on  
River Yare 

• Impact on surrounding land uses and port 
operations

• Aesthetic appeal and appropriateness to its 
surroundings / visual impact 

• Environmental impacts

• Comments made during this consultation

• Reliability

7



Proposals on west side of the bridge
On the west side of the bridge the scheme involves a new dual carriageway road linking the A47 at 
Harfrey’s Roundabout to the bridge crossing.

A new five arm roundabout (1) on William Adams Way would be provided at the junction with 
Suffolk Road, allowing access to the Kings Centre and to provide a new dual carriageway road (2) 
onto the bridge.

A new bridge would be provided over Southtown Road (3).

Queen Anne’s Road would be closed at its junction with Suffolk Road and a new junction provided 
onto Southtown Road (4).

  

A new pedestrian 
crossing would be 
provided on Suffolk 
Road (5).

The footbridge on 
William Adams Way 
would be removed 
and replaced by a new 
crossing for pedestrians 
and cyclists (6).

Key facts about the western side
Height The new roundabout on William Adams Way (1) would sit approximately 2 metres 

above the surrounding existing ground levels 

The new dual carriageway road would rise up to approximately 7.2 metres above 
Southtown Road (3) 

The bridge approach embankments would be retained by reinforced earth or 
retaining walls

Gradients A maximum gradient of 5% (1 in 20) would be provided on the bridge approaches

6
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Cromwell Road
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Suffolk R
oad

Harfrey's
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Queen Anne's Road

© Crown copyright
and database rights
2017. Ordnance
Survey 0100031673
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Proposals on east side of the bridge
On the east side of the bridge the scheme involves a new dual carriageway road linking 
South Denes Road to the bridge crossing.   

A new signal controlled 
junction would be provided 
at the junction of South 
Denes Road with Sutton 
Road (1).  South Denes Road 
would be widened to the 
side closest to the river on its 
approaches to this junction.

A new dual carriageway road 
(2) would be provided from 
this junction onto the bridge.

The one way systems 
on Sutton Road (3) and 
Swanstons Road (4) would 
be reversed.

New access arrangements 
would be provided to and 
from the existing quayside 
areas near the bridge (5).

Revisions to the junction of 
Fish Wharf with South Denes 
Road (6) would be required.

Key facts about the eastern side
Height The signal controlled junction with South Denes Road (1) would be at existing  

ground level

Gradients A maximum gradient of 5% (1 in 20) would be provided on the bridge approaches
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© Crown copyright
and database rights
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Survey 0100031673
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Public space improvements
As part of the scheme proposals we intend to provide a number of public space improvements within 
the land required for the scheme.  These include the provision of new areas of public routes (1) and 
areas of landscaped space (2) (including the centre of the new roundabout on William Adams Way 
(3)).  The area around the bridge at Bollard Quay provides the opportunity to consider a new public 
space, forming an important interchange for pedestrians and cyclists (4). 

The Third River Crossing scheme requires 
land from the existing allotment sites.  A 
new location for the existing allotment site 
on the north of Queen Anne’s Road has 
been identified (5). 

Steps/ramps up to William Adams Way are 
proposed (6).

2

2
3

4

4
1

1

Cromwell Road

R
iver Yare

Southtow
n R

oadQueen Anne's Road

© Crown copyright
and database rights
2017. Ordnance
Survey 0100031673

This figure shows one of a number of double
bascule bridge designs currently being considered,
however the final opening mechanism design is
not likely to materially impact on the proposed
public space arrangements presented here.
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Lighting, parking and vessel berths

Lighting
We intend to install lighting on and around the new bridge. The lighting design will be developed further 
during detailed design, to incorporate both the architectural lighting of the crossing and also the public 
space areas that have been identified. The lighting scheme will utilise specialised lighting to minimise 
obtrusive light and to mitigate any light pollution onto the River Yare and avoid any impacts  to navigation.

Waiting and Parking Restrictions
Between the new roundabout on William Adams Way and the new traffic signalled junction on South 
Denes Road the bridge and its approach road would have the following parking restrictions:

• no waiting at any time

• no loading/unloading at any time

Changes to waiting/parking restrictions on other roads are being developed and will be included in 
the application for a Development Consent Order.

River Vessel Berthing Facilities
Board 6 of this exhibition describes the proposals for waiting facilities to the north and south of the 
bridge for small vessels.

Consideration is being given to a potential large commercial vessel waiting facility, for use in the event 
that the bridge fails to operate.  The proposed location for this facility is shown below.

The facility would be designed to accommodate all commercial vessels greater than 30m in length that 
are capable of using the River Port. It would only be provided for temporary mooring while the bridge 
was restored to an operational condition and no port facilities would be provided at the location.

The need for this facility will be confirmed in the application for the Development Consent Order.

R
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Variable Message Signs
We are proposing to install a number of electronic variable message signs to assist the movement of 
traffic around Great Yarmouth in response to the status of the Third River Crossing.  These will warn 
drivers when the proposed new bridge is closed to traffic, and will help to manage traffic on the 
approach to the scheme and within the town centre.

The locations of these are shown below. Each requires small areas of land to provide them.
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Red line on inset plans shows land
required to construct and operate
the variable message signs
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Traffic impacts
We have used computer modelling software to assess the potential impacts of the proposed scheme 
on traffic flows.  The model has been used to develop forecasts for traffic in the envisaged opening 
year of 2023 and in 2038.

The plan below shows the traffic flow forecasts obtained from the model.  

We have created a separate briefing note about our transport modelling which describes the process 
we have used to produce the data for this exhibition. This is available to view on Norfolk County 
Council’s website (www.norfolk.gov.uk/3rc), at the public consultation events and locations set out on 
board 18. You can also obtain a copy by emailing us at gy3rc-st3consultation@norfolk.gov.uk.

' 
·�-·•• •• ·��. • •. -... 

•• •. , 7 ... Scurces- Esri HERE, Garmin lnlermap 
locremem P Corp, GEBCO USGS FAO 

-�.---- NPS NRCAN GeoBase IGN Kadas:terNL, 
Ordnance SuNey Esfi Japan ME Tl t'.lrl 
China (Hong Kong! swisstopo ® 
OpenStreelMap conlnb�lors and the GIS 
User Comrnunltv 

--- GY3RC Scheme Location + 
2018 

Count Locations 
2023 

without 
GY3RC 

2038 
without 
GY3RC 

2023 
with 

GY3RC 

2038 
with 

GY3RC 
Figures shown are 2 Way Average Daily Flow (24hrs) 

1-A47 -Ade New Road
18300 19000 21800 19200 22200 

2 -A47 -Breydon Bridge 
31400 33900 39200 30600 35000 

3 -A1243 -Haven Bridge 
21900 24100 30300 12100 18600 

4 -Third River Crossing 
0 0 0 19400 21700 

5 -Gapton Hall Road 
16900 15700 18900 13300 16300 

6 -A47 -south Gapton Hall Roundabout 
35300 40200 45200 31900 

7 -A47 -south Harfreys Roundabout 
34800 39700 45800 41600 

8 -William Adams Way 
13400 14000 15400 21700 

9 -Southgates Road 
5000 7000 8600 13500 

10 -Southtown Road 
10600 10200 12200 7400 

11 -Suffolk Road 
3400 4100 5500 

12 -A149 -New Ade Road 
3600 

27800 29200 35500 24500 
13 -A149 -Lawn Avenue 
19100 20200 22000 

14 -Northgate Street 
7900 8500 11000 

15 -Nelson Road North 
5200 5500 6500 

16 -North Drive 
6600 7200 8700 

17 -A1243 -South Quay 
14700 16300 18500 

18 -Marine Parade 
6600 7300 8900 
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Environmental impacts
The nature and scale of the scheme is such that it requires a formal Environmental Impact Assessment. 
Specific consideration of the scheme’s effects on sites protected by the Habitats Directive is also 
required. We will submit an Environmental Statement with our application for a Development Consent 
Order.  This Environmental Statement will set out our full assessment of the environmental impacts of 
the Third River Crossing, including its effects on the Habitats Directive sites.  

Some of the topics assessed in the forthcoming Environmental Statement  
will include:

• Air quality – will assess the changes in concentrations of vehicle emissions as a result of the 
scheme.  The assessment will also evaluate the potential dust created during construction

• Noise and vibration – will assess the changes in noise and vibration as a result of vehicle 
movements associated with the scheme.  The assessment will also evaluate noise and vibration as 
a result of construction activities

• Ecology – considers effects of the scheme on species, habitats and protected sites, including the 
River Yare, which forms part of the Outer Thames Estuary Special Protection Area.

• Geology and soils – considers the effects to the underlying geology, contaminated land and 
unexploded ordnance

• Townscape and visual impact – considers the visual impacts in the surrounding local area, which 
is expected to be greatest once the bridge is open

• Cultural heritage – considers the impacts on archaeology, monuments and historic buildings

• Drainage and flood risk – considers the effects to surface and ground water quality, as well as 
the potential for the scheme to increase flood risk

• People and communities – considers the effects of land take, impacts on people and businesses 
and also the employment opportunities and economic activity that may be created

At the time of this consultation we are still currently assessing the impacts, and this process will need 
to continue as the scheme proposals are refined and finalised following this consultation. 

We have produced a Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) which provides information 
on the potential environmental effects of the scheme using information that is currently available to 
us.  We have also produced a non-technical summary of the PEIR.

Both the PEIR and its non technical summary are available to view on Norfolk County Council’s website 
(www.norfolk.gov.uk/3rc), at the public consultation events and locations set out on board 18. You can 
also get a copy by emailing us at gy3rc-st3consultation@norfolk.gov.uk.
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Responding to this consultation
We would like to hear your views on our proposals for the Third River Crossing.

You can respond to this consultation by:

• Completing a questionnaire on line at www.norfolk.gov.uk/3rc

• Completing the paper questionnaire that accompanies the consultation brochure and posting it 
to Freepost Plus RTCL-XSTT-JZSK, Norfolk County Council, GY3RC, Ground floor - south wing, 
County Hall, Martineau Lane, Norwich NR1 2DH

• Emailing comments to gy3rc-st3consultation@norfolk.gov.uk

• Writing to Freepost Plus RTCL-XSTT-JZSK, Norfolk County Council, GY3RC, Ground floor - 
south wing, County Hall, Martineau Lane, Norwich NR1 2DH

• You do not need to use a stamp if you are using the above Freepost address.  However, if you want 
to help the council save money please use a stamp and send to this address: Great Yarmouth 
Third River Crossing Stage 3 Consultation, Infrastructure Delivery Team, Norfolk County 
Council, County Hall, Martineau Lane, NR1 2DH. 

The deadline for responses to this consultation is 23:59 hrs on 5th October 2018.

If you have any queries regarding the consultation please email gy3rc-st3consultation@norfolk.
gov.uk or phone 0344 800 8020. However, please could all responses to the consultation be 
made in writing using one of the methods outlined above.

How we will use your responses
We will record all comments received during the consultation period and the project team will 
carefully consider these. We will produce a consultation report that will include your comments and an 
explanation of how they have helped influence the scheme.  This consultation report will form part of 
the documents we submit with our application for a Development Consent Order.

The questionnaire that accompanies the consultation brochure does not request identifying 
information such as your name or email address.  It asks for a postcode so that we can understand 
where people’s responses are coming from. The information from the questionnaire will be used 
solely for purposes in connection with the pre-application consultations, DCO application process, 
assessment and determination of the application and otherwise in connection with the further 
development of the scheme.

Where personal details are received as part of this consultation (e.g. from email and letter responses) 
these will be held securely and will not be disclosed to any third parties except where the County 
Council is required to do so by law (e.g. where required to do so following a  Freedom of Information 
Act request).  

All data including personal data is kept securely and stored in a password protected electronic format.  
Paper copies of documents received will be stored in secure cabinets. Please read Norfolk County 
Council’s privacy notice for further information as to how your data is used and your rights -  
www.norfolk.gov.uk/gdpr.
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How to find out more 
The consultation documents will be available to view at the following places between  
20 August 2018 and 5 October 2018:

• Great Yarmouth Library, Tolhouse Street, Great Yarmouth, NR30 2SH• Gorleston Library, Lowestoft Road, Gorleston-on-Sea, Great Yarmouth, NR31 6SG• Kings Centre, 30 Queen Annes Road, Southtown, Great Yarmouth, NR31 0LE• Great Yarmouth Town Hall, Hall Plain, Great Yarmouth, NR30 2QF• Priory Centre, Priory Plain, Great Yarmouth, NR30 1NW• The Archive Centre, County Hall, Martineau Lane, Norwich, NR1 2DQ

They are also available to view on Norfolk County Council’s website (www.norfolk.gov.uk/3rc). 
The consultation documents include:• Consultation brochure• Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR)• Non-technical summary of the PEIR 

• Design process summary • Frequently asked questions and answers• Non-technical note on transport modelling

®

In addition consultation events, which will be staffed to allow interested parties to hold face-to-face 
discussions with the project team, are being held at the following venues.

 If you need this report in large print, audio, Braille, alternative format or in a 
different language please email gy3rc-st3consultation@norfolk.gov.uk or  
telephone 0344 8008020 and we will do our best to help.

Ak potrebujete tento dokument vytlačený veľkým písmom, Braillovým písmom, v alternatívnom formáte, vo 
zvukovej forme alebo v inom jazyku, pošlite e-mailovú správu na adresu gy3rc-st3consultation@norfolk.gov.uk, 
kontaktujte oddelenie služieb zákazníkom na čísle 0344 800 8020 alebo pošlite textovú správu na 18001 0344 800 
8020 (textový telefón) a vynasnažíme sa pomôcť vám.
Если вам необходимо распечатать этот документ крупным шрифтом, шрифтом Брайля, а также если этот 
документ нужен вам в аудио-формате, альтернативном формате или на другом языке, отправьте сообщение 
на адрес электронной почты gy3rc-st3consultation@norfolk.gov.uk, обратитесь в центр обслуживания 
клиентов по телефону 0344 800 8020 или службу для людей с ограниченными возможностями по номеру 
18001 0344 800 8020 (текстофон), и мы сделаем все возможное, чтобы вам помочь.
Se precisar deste documento com carateres grandes, em Braille, num formato alternativo, em áudio ou noutro 
idioma, envie, por favor, um e-mail para gy3rc-st3consultation@norfolk.gov.uk, contacte o Serviço de Apoio ao 
Cliente através do 0344 800 8020 ou envie uma mensagem de texto para o 18001 0344 800 8020 (telefone de 
texto) e faremos o nosso melhor para o/a ajudar.
Jei norėtumėte šį dokumentą gauti dideliu šriftu, garso įrašu, Brailio raštu, kitu formatu ar kita kalba, atsiųskite el. 
laišką gy3rc-st3consultation@norfolk.gov.uk, susisiekite su klientų aptarnavimo centru tel. 0344 800 8020, arba 
teksto atpasakojimo numeriu 18001 0344 800 8020 (tekstinis telefonas) ir mes pasistengsime jums padėti.
Aby otrzymać ten dokument wydrukowany większą czcionką, zapisany alfabetem Braille’a, w innym formacie, w 
postaci dźwiękowej lub w innym języku, prosimy o wysłanie wiadomości e-mail na adres gy3rc-st3consultation@
norfolk.gov.uk albo kontakt z Obsługą Klienta pod numerem 0344 800 8020 lub pod numerem telefonu 
tekstowego 18001 0344 800 8020, a dołożymy wszelkich starań, aby udzielić pomocy.

Venue Date Time
Great Yarmouth Library, Tolhouse Street,  
Great Yarmouth, NR30 2SH

Saturday 25 August 2018 10am to 4:30pm

Priory Centre, Priory Plain, Great Yarmouth, NR30 1NW Thursday 30 August 2018 10am to 9pm
Gorleston Library, Lowestoft Road, Gorleston-on-
Sea, Great Yarmouth, NR31 6SG

Tuesday 4 September 2018 10am to 8pm

Kings Centre, 30 Queen Annes Road, Southtown,  
Great Yarmouth, NR31 0LE

Wednesday 12 September 2018 10am to 8pm
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Great Yarmouth Third River Crossing
Stage 3 (Statutory pre-application) Consultation

20 August 2018 to 5 October 2018

We need your views on the proposed new bridge over the River Yare  
in Great Yarmouth.

These boards explain how you can find out more about the current proposals 
for the Third River Crossing and how you can participate in this consultation.

Norfolk County Council 

The Third River Crossing scheme involves the construction, operation and maintenance 
of a new bridge over the River Yare in Great Yarmouth.

The crossing links the A47 at Harfrey’s Roundabout with South Denes Road.

www.norfolk.gov.uk/3rc
1



Why do we need the Third River Crossing?

The objectives of the Third River Crossing are:

• To support Great Yarmouth as a centre for the offshore renewable energy, oil and gas industries 
and to enhance the port’s role as an international gateway

• To help create new jobs by improving transport links between the port and the main road network

• To support the regeneration of Great Yarmouth, including the town centre and seafront

• To improve local access by reducing congestion and improving journey time reliability

• To improve safety and remove heavy traffic from unsuitable routes within the town centre

• To improve access to the Great Yarmouth peninsula for pedestrians, cyclists and buses

• To protect and improve the environment, and minimise the impact of the scheme on local people 
and places

Why are we consulting?
The Secretary of State has determined that the Third River Crossing is a project of national significance 
for the purposes of the Planning Act 2008.  

This means that the project requires a special type of permission, called a Development Consent Order, 
to construct, operate and maintain it.

Under the Planning Act 2008 we have to carry out a statutory consultation before we apply for a 
Development Consent Order.  This is the current consultation and your responses to this will help us 
develop the scheme.

A key feature of a Development Consent Order is that it replaces the need for planning permission and 
various other consents/orders which a project would normally need. Therefore this consultation is a very 
important opportunity to express views on the scheme. 

This statutory pre-application consultation is the final stage in a three stage consultation process.  The 
three consultation stages are explained below.

Dates Stage Purpose

November 2016 
- January 2017

Stage 1 
Initial engagement 
consultation

This was a non-statutory consultation to understand 
views on congestion, share emerging proposals and 
understand level of support

September –  
October 2017

Stage 2  
Scheme development 
consultation

This was a non-statutory consultation to provide an 
update on progress and understand views on the 
bridge development work so far

August –  
October 2018

Stage 3 
Statutory pre-application  
consultation

This is the statutory consultation to present details of the 
proposed scheme and obtain views on it before making 
an application for a Development Consent Order

This is  the current consultation

2



Proposal Summary Plan
The plan below provides only a brief summary of the key elements of the Third River Crossing Scheme.  You can find out much more about the 
project by visiting our public exhibitions and consultation events.  These contain greater information on the scheme proposals including:

Details for how you can find out more information on the scheme and participate in the consultation are shown on the adjacent board.

• the types of junctions proposed• the types of bridge opening mechanisms proposed and the 
predicted frequency of opening• the assessment of environmental impacts of the scheme

• the facilities for pedestrians and cyclists• the berthing facilities for river vessels• the public space and landscaping proposals• the forecast changes in traffic flow as a result of the proposals
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The key elements of the Third River Crossing scheme are:
A new dual carriageway road linking the A47 at Harfrey’s Roundabout (1) to a new
traffic signalled junction with South Denes Road (2)
A new roundabout (3) on William Adams Way at the junction with Suffolk Road
A new single span bridge over Southtown Road (4)
A new twin leaf bascule bridge with a clearance of 4.5m over the water at high tide
when in the lowered position (5) (that would open to allow the passage of vessels
along the river) with control tower
The closure of Queen Anne's Road at its junction with Suffolk
Road (6) and a new junction provided onto Southtown Road (7)
The reversal of the one way systems on Sutton Road (8) and
Swanston’s Road (9)
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Information about the project will be on display at the exhibitions detailed below or you can come 
to speak to staff and respond to the consultation in person at the four consultation events.  

Venue Exhibition Dates Consultation Event

Great Yarmouth Library 
- Tolhouse Street, Great 
Yarmouth, NR30 2SH

Monday 20 August to Saturday 
25 August

Saturday 25 August (9:00am to 
4:00pm)

Priory Centre - Priory Plain, 
Great Yarmouth, NR30 1NW

Tuesday 28 August to Saturday 
1 September*

Thursday 30 August (12:00pm 
to 9:00pm)

Gorleston Library - Lowestoft 
Road, Gorleston-on-Sea, Great 
Yarmouth,  
NR31 6SG

Monday 3 September to 
Saturday 8 September

Tuesday 4 September 
(12:00pm to 8:00pm)

Kings Centre - 30 Queen 
Annes Road, Southtown, Great 
Yarmouth, NR31 0LE

Tuesday 11 September to 
Saturday 15 September

Wednesday 12 September 
(12:00pm to 8:00pm)

* Please note the exhibition at the Priory Centre is not available to view between 12:45pm 
and 4pm on Wednesday 29 August and Friday 31 August.

If you are unable to visit the exhibitions or consultation events then copies of the consultation 
documents are also available to view between 20 August and 5 October at:

• the above locations during normal opening hours

• Great Yarmouth Borough Council, Town Hall, Hall Plain, Great Yarmouth, NR30 2QF

• Archive Centre, County Hall, Martineau Lane, Norwich, NR1 2DQ

• Norfolk County Council’s website at www.norfolk.gov.uk/3rc

The consultation documents include a Consultation Brochure and Questionnaire, FAQs, and 
information on environmental effects, the design process and traffic modelling.

Find out more and tell us what you think of our proposals by:

• Completing a questionnaire form at the exhibition/events or on-line at www.norfolk.gov.uk/3rc

• Emailing comments to: gy3rc-st3consultation@norfolk.gov.uk

• Writing to ‘Freepost Plus RTCL-XSTT-JZSK, Norfolk County Council, GY3RC, Ground floor - 
south wing, County Hall, Martineau Lane, Norwich NR1 2DH’

The deadline for responses to this 
consultation is 23:59hrs on 5 October 2018

How to participate
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Facebook Post - 21 August 2018 

 

   



Facebook Post - 23 August 2018 

 

   



Facebook Post - 29 August 2018 

 

   



Facebook Post - 31 August 2018 

 

   



Facebook Post – 3 September 2018 

 

   



Facebook Post – 7 September 2018 

 

 

   



Facebook Post – 9 September 2018 

 

   



Facebook Post – 10 September 2018 

 

   



Facebook Post – 21 September 2018 

 

   



Facebook Post – 28 September 2018 

 

   



Facebook Post – 8 November 2018 

 

   



Facebook Post – 23 November 2018 

 

   



Facebook Post – 29 November 2018 

 

   



Facebook Post – 4 December 2018 

 



Twitter Post - 21 August 2018 

 

  



Twitter Post - 22 August 2018 

 

  



Twitter Post - 23 August 2018 

 

  



 

Twitter Post - 29 August 2018 

 

  



Twitter Post - 30 August 2018 
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Twitter Post – 3 September 2018 

 

  



Twitter Post – 7 September 2018 

 

  



Twitter Post – 9 September 2018



Twitter Post – 12 September 2018 
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Twitter Post – 28 September 2018 

 

  



 

Twitter Post – 8 November 2018 

 

  



Twitter Post – 23 November 2018 

 

  



Twitter Post – 29 November 2018 

 

  



Twitter Post – 4 December 2018 

 



ELECTIONS

The next local 
elections will be held 
on Thursday, 2 May, 
2019. Following a 
local referendum in 
2017, Great Yarmouth 
Borough Council will 
be moving to whole 
council elections, 
where all 39 seats 
come up for election 
every four years.

This means there will 
be elections for all 
seats and wards in 
May, with no further 
borough council 
elections until 2023. 
Registering to vote 
is easiest online via 
www.gov.uk/register-
to-vote or contact 
the Elections Team 
via 01493 846327. 

There is still the chance to take part in the 
latest consultation about the Third River 
Crossing. This has seen more than 200 
responses so far and the deadline for comments 
has been extended to Sunday, 9 December. 

The estimated £120m project by Norfolk  
County Council will see a dual carriageway 
road crossing the River Yare via a new 
double-leaf lifting bridge, linking the port 
and Enterprise Zone, at South Denes Road, 
to the A47 at Harfrey’s roundabout. 

Great Yarmouth Borough Council actively 
supported lobbying to secure funding for 
the bridge, which will significantly improve 
traffic flows, help to create thousands of jobs 
and unlock further business, regeneration 
and economic growth opportunities. 

In a vote of confidence in the local and regional 
economies, the Government has already 

committed £98m towards the project, approved 
the outline business case and recognised it as 
a nationally significant infrastructure project. 

The county council is undertaking a public 
consultation, asking people for their opinions  
on the latest proposed designs for the bridge  
and its approaches, proposals for how the bridge 
will operate and its likely effects on traffic. 

The county council intends to apply for the 
various national consents needed in spring 
2019 and, following a public examination 
period, a decision is expected in 2020. If 
approved, construction is due to start in 
2020 with the bridge open in early 2023. 

Work is also underway to appoint a 
contractor which will be responsible for 
finalising the design and construction. Find 
out more and take part in the consultation 
at www.norfolk.gov.uk/3rc #GY3RC

Have your say on Third River Crossing design

Great feedback from cruise ship passengers 
Great Yarmouth welcomed visits from 
two luxury liners this summer,  
offering the opportunity to develop 
an exciting new side to the visitor 
economy from the Outer Harbour.

The MV Seabourn Quest brought more 
than 450 passengers in June as part of 
a Northern European tour by the US-
based cruise operator Seabourn. Then 
in September more than 600 visitors 
docked aboard the MV Seabourn Ovation 
as part of a tour of UK heritage sites. 

The council worked with Peel Ports 
Great Yarmouth and Norfolk County 
Council to ensure passengers 
received a five-star welcome, 
including arranging a quayside civic 
reception and coach tours to take 
passengers and crew to just some of 
the town’s special places. Passenger 
feedback was very positive and a 
further visit is planned in 2019. 

6 www.great-yarmouth.gov.uk

WINTER 2018 The magazine for borough residents

Illustrative design for one of the opening mechanisms  
being considered. Final design might be different.

Extract from Great Yarmouth Borough News- Winter 2018
(the magazine for borough residents)

detgb
Highlight
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Great Yarmouth Third River Crossing - Stage 3 (Statutory pre-application) Consultation 
Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) Index of Missing Figures 

Figure Description 

Figure 8.3: Bat Survey 
Area 

1 plan showing the proposed locations of bat surveys, including internal roost 
inspections, listening points and activity transects. (See Table 8.3 of PEIR 
Volume 1) 

Figure 8.4: Water Vole 
Survey Area 

1 plan showing the proposed locations for surveys to identify the presence of 
water voles. (See Table 8.3 of PEIR Volume 1) 

Figure 8.5: Bird Survey 
Area 

1 plan showing the proposed locations for surveys to identify the presence and 
species of birds. (See Table 8.3 of PEIR Volume 1) 

Figure 8.6: Statutory 
Designated Sites 

1 plan showing the locations of Statutory designated conservation sites such 
as Sites of Special Scientific Interest. (See Section 8.4.3 to 8.4.4 of PEIR 
Volume 1) 

Figures 9.1 and 9.1a: 
Designated Heritage 
Assets 

2 plans showing the locations of designated cultural heritage features (e.g. 
Conservation Areas, Listed Buildings and Scheduled Monuments) within a 1km 
study area of the Proposed Scheme.  (See Sections 9.1.1 to 9.1.4 of PEIR 
Volume 1) 

Figure 9.2: Non-
Designated Heritage 
Assets 

1 plan showing the locations of non-designated cultural heritage features within 
500m of the Proposed Scheme (See Sections 9.1.1 to 9.1.4 of PEIR Volume 
1). Non-designated cultural heritage assets include features identified as 
having a degree of significance, meriting consideration in planning decisions 
but which are not formally designated. 

Figure 9.3a to 9.3f: 
Heritage Assets 
(Designated and Non-
Designated): Proposed 
VMS Locations 

6 plans showing the locations of both designated and non-designated cultural 
heritage features within 250m of the proposed electronic variable message 
traffic signs.  (See Sections 9.1.1 to 9.1.4 of PEIR Volume 1) 

Figure 9.3g: Heritage 
Assets (Designated): 
Proposed Large Vessel 
Waiting Facility  

1 plan showing the locations of both designated and non-designated cultural 
heritage features within 250m of the proposed large vessel waiting facility.  
(See Sections 9.1.1 to 9.1.4 of PEIR Volume 1) 

Figure 10.1: Proposed 
Viewpoint Locations 

1 plan showing the locations used for assessment of the visual impact of the 
Proposed Scheme.   (See Sections 10.3.34 to 10.3.36 of PEIR Volume 1) 

Figure 10.2: Proposed 
Viewpoint Locations 

1 plan showing the locations used for assessment of the visual impact of the 
Proposed Scheme.   (See Sections 10.3.34 to 10.3.36 of PEIR Volume 1) 

Figure 10.3: Proposed 
Study Area 

1 plan showing the overall study area for assessment of the visual impact of 
the Proposed Scheme. (See Chapter 10 of PEIR Volume 1) 

Figure 11.1: Water 
Environment Key 
Features 

1 plan showing the overall study area for assessment of the drainage and 
groundwater impacts of the Proposed Scheme.  (See Chapter 11 of PEIR 
Volume 1) 

Figure 12.1: Flood Risk 
Study Area 

1 plan showing the overall study area for assessment of the flood risk impacts 
of the Proposed Scheme.  (See Chapter 12 of PEIR Volume 1) 

Figure 12.2: EA Flood 
Map for Planning 

1 plan showing the Environment Agency designated flood risk zones.  (See 
Sections 12.4.1 to 12.4.6 of PEIR Volume 1) 

Figure 17.1: Transport 
Assessment Study Area 

1 plan showing the overall study area for assessment of the transport impact of 
the Proposed Scheme.  (See Chapter 14 of PEIR Volume 1) 
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Introduction 

1. We are pleased to present this report outlining the work we undertook to assist Norfolk 
County Council (NCC) with a community engagement project linked to the public 
consultation around the Great Yarmouth Third River Crossing Scheme. 

 
2. The overall aim of the project was to identify and engage with hard-to-reach groups 

across Great Yarmouth and to capture the concerns and ideas of local residents most 
likely to be impacted by the scheme. A key part of the work was to raise awareness of, 
and encourage ongoing interest in, the scheme, and support individuals and groups to 
respond to the formal public consultation by Friday, 5 October 2018. 

 

Our general approach 

3. We started this project by engaging with an existing network of voluntary, community 
and social enterprise sector (VCSE) organisations already delivering activities in Great 
Yarmouth. Many of these are organisations and groups which we have grant-funded in 
recent years. Others are agencies we have worked with in partnership on various 
projects. Operating at a grass roots level within the town, we saw them as ideally placed 
to start the process of identifying, engaging with, and encouraging participation from, 
hard-to-reach groups, including older people, socially-excluded groups, young people 
and minorities. 
 

4. The specific hard-to-reach groups that are supported by those we engaged with 
includes: 

 
• Vulnerable older people. 
• People with mental health problems. 
• Younger people (students and those not in employment, education or training). 
• Individuals and families in food and/or fuel poverty. 
• Tenants in social housing. 
• People who have experienced domestic violence or abuse. 
• People who are homeless or rough-sleeping. 
• People from minority ethnic groups, including refugees and asylum seekers. 
• People with disabilities. 

 
5. We carried out a programme of telephone interviews with 30 organisations and groups, 

focused around: 
 

• Encouraging each to send an email response or letter from their own organisation 
expressing thoughts and views on the proposals for the river crossing scheme (to an 
email address specified on the NCC website). 
 

• Identifying ways in which each organisation might be able to raise awareness of the 
scheme and the public consultation process, and methods for encouraging 
participation from the hard-to-reach groups they work with. 
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• Identifying any particular barriers they can see to further community engagement 
which might be addressed as part of the project, e.g. in our role we offered to 
provide their clients with council information brochures (and survey forms), run 
small focus group discussions, or put them in touch with other experts that could 
help (e.g. NCC staff involved in the bridge project, language experts or translators). 

 

• Inviting them to attend a specific workshop discussion to build some consensus 
around proposed solutions to deal with perceived concerns around the river crossing 
scheme and to identify ongoing community development work which might deliver 
further social value in support of the new crossing. 

 

• Clarifying whether they would be interested in being kept informed about the bridge 
scheme as it progresses and any preferences they might have for receiving further 
information or news. 

 
6. We developed a ‘Telephone Interview Proforma’ for this work which is reproduced in 

Appendix A. 
 

Results and findings 

7. We engaged with a total of 30 organisations providing a wide range of services and 
support to hard-to-reach groups across Great Yarmouth (see Appendix B). 
 

8. While grateful for the chance to engage, and willing to raise awareness of the 
consultation process among their client groups, 7 of these organisations said that they 
felt unable to respond themselves to the consultation. In two cases, this was because 
the organisations provided outreach services into the community, but did not have an 
office location within the town. As such, they felt that they did not know enough about 
the area to respond. All of the other organisations agreed to provide an organisational 
response. 
 

9. While we agreed that it would not be a major area of focus within the project, we were 
able to raise awareness of the public consultation process among many hard-to-reach 
client groups through the following: 
 

• Delivering 8 sets of consultation brochures and survey forms to 7 different 
organisations for distribution to their customers and service users. In total, we 
delivered over 200 brochures and received positive confirmation that at least 40 
people had gone on to complete an online or paper survey. While we cannot be 
sure of the precise numbers, we envisage that many more local people would 
have responded as a result of this. 
 

• Encouraging a major charity working with older people to put out messages on 
its social media platforms (Facebook and Twitter) advertising the public 
consultation. This reached some 4,500 older people across Norfolk. 
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• Writing a short paragraph for inclusion within the ‘pew sheet’ of a local church 

for its Sunday service. This reached 150 people over its three services that day, 

reminding people about the consultation process. 

 
• Encouraging the student coordinator of a local college to raise awareness of the 

consultation process among their student population. 

10. Alongside this, we also attended one of NCC’s public consultation events and a business 
breakfast presentation on the third river crossing scheme hosted by the Great Yarmouth 
Chamber of Commerce. The latter was useful in enabling us to identify and engage with 
some additional VCSE sector organisations who were not part of our original network, 
but who had attended the business event. 
 

11. Throughout this process of identification and engagement we were able to gather a 
wide variety of thoughts, ideas and comments from our VCSE network. Responding to 
the specific needs of some of the organisations concerned, we also held two focus group 
discussions to gather the views of people in hard-to-reach communities. 
 

The views expressed by those we engaged with 

12. The overwhelming majority of those we spoke to were extremely positive about the 
likely benefits that the proposed third river crossing would bring to the town in terms of 
economic prosperity, growth, jobs and traffic decongestion. Few had any significant 
objections to the proposed scheme or bridge designs being consulted on. Most of the 
thoughts and ideas put forward related more to the lasting legacy of the river crossing 
and the wider social value that could be generated through complementary projects and 
programmes.  
 

13. One community organisation did have strong reservations about the proposed route of 
the river crossing from the Harfrey’s roundabout as it was concerned that the approach 
to the bridge might result in the loss of some or all of the land on which its community 
facilities are situated. Through our focus group discussions, we were able to capture the 
views of the hard-to-reach communities concerned and fed these back to NCC for 
consideration as part of the statutory consultation process. 
 

14. A number of organisations voiced their concerns about the construction process and the 
likely disruption within the town until the crossing is completed. While recognising that 
much of this is unavoidable, the organisations concerned wanted better information on 
what is being proposed by the authorities concerned (and their contractors) to minimise 
the harmful effects of traffic congestion, air pollution, dust, noise and diversions etc. 
 

15. The engagement process identified ideas for ongoing community development work 
which could deliver further social value in support of the new crossing: 
 

• Investing in community projects which can demonstrate how they will take 
advantage of the new bridge crossing in enhancing or expanding their work with 
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hard-to-reach communities (e.g. in terms of better ease of access, providing for 
greater investment in outreach services, reducing social isolation etc.) 
 

• Setting targets or quotas for the proportion of bridge-related job, apprenticeship 
and training opportunities that are made available to young people and other 
hard-to-reach groups in Great Yarmouth. 

 
• Investing in new or existing travel schemes which can make best use of the new 

river crossing to stimulate travel to work, training or education. This would 
include opportunities for bringing greater numbers of people into the town and 
to enable more local people to take advantage of work, training and educational 
opportunities elsewhere in the county. 
 

• Enabling the landscaped areas at both ends of the bridge to be maintained by a 
grant-funded VCSE organisation. 
 

• Allowing VCSE organisations to identify how they could contribute to the launch 
and opening of the bridge in early 2023, e.g. how they could be funded to 
engage and involve hard-to-reach communities in projects focused around social 
inclusion, education, training, arts, music and culture, to best celebrate the 
completion and opening of the third river crossing. This would help to make the 
opening an inclusive event celebrated by many, rather than a ‘ribbon cutting’ 
ceremony attended by a select few. 

 
• Running a community artwork competition or project to produce art installations 

that could be sited at the two approaches to the bridge. 
 
• Launching a children’s poster competition to advertise the formal opening of the 

bridge. 
 

16. We believe that all of the above could be administered through a single community 
investment fund. This might be a ring-fencing sum (or proportion) of the procurement 
budget for the river crossing scheme which would be invested in community-focused 
programmes and projects aimed at improving community life and providing positive 
opportunities and life experiences for hard-to-reach communities in Great Yarmouth. 
This community investment fund could be run concurrently with the roll-out of the 
construction project (and beyond) and be branded as part of the scheme, so that 
residents see the wider benefits resulting from the bridge development.   
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Appendix A 

Telephone Interview Proforma 

We have agreed to assist Norfolk County Council in encouraging organisations in the 
voluntary, community and social enterprise sector (VCSE) to get involved in raising 
awareness of the public consultation process linked to the Great Yarmouth 3rd River 
Crossing Scheme (which ends on 5th October 2018). 

This is likely to be people’s last chance to have their say on the design and operation of the 
bridge, so we are keen to get people involved, particularly those from ‘hard-to-reach’ 
groups. 

Norfolk County Council’s ‘Key Messages’ for the scheme are: 

• The Third River Crossing is important to Great Yarmouth’s future success, helping to 
attract investment, enable growth and create jobs. 

• The new bridge will ease traffic congestion on the town’s roads, shortening journey 
times and improving journey reliability. 

• Norfolk County Council is on schedule to appoint a main contractor in early 2019 
and start construction in late 2020, with a finish date of early 2023. 

• This consultation gives people the chance to comment on what the Third River 
Crossing and the areas either side could look like, how the council is proposing to 
operate the bridge and the possible effects on the surrounding area and the town. 

 

Name and Organisation: 

 

Are you aware that there is a public consultation process 
underway for the GY 3rd River Crossing scheme? 

( Link is: www.norfolk.gov.uk/3rc ) 

 

Do you have any early thoughts about the potential impact 
of the crossing (positive or negative), ideas for improving 
what is being proposed or suggestions for ongoing 
community development work beyond the scheme itself? 

 

Could we encourage you to look at what is being 
proposed and send an email or letter as part of the public 
consultation? (To: gy3rc-st3consultation@norfolk.gov.uk ) 

 

If you are happy to do so, could you let us know when 
you’ve done this? 

 

http://www.norfolk.gov.uk/3rc
mailto:gy3rc-st3consultation@norfolk.gov.uk
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In what ways could you encourage your client groups to 
find out more about the river crossing scheme and 
complete an online (or paper) questionnaire? 

 

Would you be able to capture the numbers of your clients 
who do respond to the consultation and complete a 
questionnaire? 

 

Do you need any further help from us to encourage your 
client groups to get involved? 

(We could run a focus group discussion, let you have 
some NCC consultation brochures, arrange for further 
information to be sent etc.) 

 

Would you be willing to attend a sector-specific Workshop 
Discussion in Great Yarmouth to capture views on the 
river crossing scheme and any ongoing community 
development work beyond this? 

(Date, time and venue tbc) 

 

Are there other VCSE groups you think we should be 
talking to, to encourage more ‘hard to reach’ groups to 
come forward? 

 

Are you interested in receiving regular, ongoing updates 
from Norfolk CC on the third river crossing scheme? 

(We can arrange this, but will need their consent under 
GDPR to pass on their details – we should have a form to 
enable this, when it is sent over from the county council) 
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Appendix B 

List of Organisations Engaged With 

Age Connected Great Yarmouth – works for the well-being of older people throughout the 

borough of Great Yarmouth to help make life a more fulfilling and enjoyable experience. 

Age UK Norfolk – provides essential support to those over 50 throughout Norfolk, from 

telephone befriending to advocacy. 

Centre 81 Limited – supports people in Great Yarmouth who cannot access ordinary public 

transport. This may be due to disability, but can also include services for those who have no 

public transport operating in their area. 

City College Norwich – provides outreach services, including apprenticeships, for students 

and young people in Great Yarmouth. 

Community Roots (MIND Community Garden) – a large community horticultural space 

based in Southtown, Great Yarmouth, which hosts a range of activities, events and 

workshops to help people suffering from mental distress live full and independent lives. 

DIAL Great Yarmouth – provides information and advice to disabled and vulnerable 

residents across the borough of Great Yarmouth. This includes specialist advice and support 

on all aspects of the benefits system including help to complete complex benefit claim 

forms. 

East Anglia Anchorage Trust – helps children, young people and families to deal with 

challenges in their lives, bringing hope, opportunity, stability and independence. 

East Coast College – a further education college based in Great Yarmouth which offers a 

wide breadth of educational and vocational training courses for students and young people. 

East Coast Hospice – provides palliative care for people in the borough of Great Yarmouth. 
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East Norfolk Sixth Form College – a college based in Gorleston, Great Yarmouth, with some 

1,600 students, providing a wide range of educational courses for young people. 

Flagship Group - provides homes for affordable and market rent in across East Anglia, 

including Great Yarmouth. 

Fresh Start, New Beginnings – works throughout Norfolk and Suffolk to provide a 

therapeutic service for children and young people up to 21 years who have reported being 

sexually abused and to offer support for their families. 

Governors for Schools – aims to improve educational standards in schools so that children 

and young people have the chance to realise their potential. It finds, nurtures and supports 

a committed network of governors to drive systematic change. 

Great Yarmouth Community Trust – works to make Great Yarmouth a place where everyone 

can thrive by supporting local children, adults and families to reach their potential. It does 

this through core charitable objectives: activities that relieve poverty, promote education or 

improve wellbeing. Services include a community hub building, a friendship club and various 

social enterprises – including a Nexus Engineering Skills Centre and 6 nursery childcare 

groups. 

Great Yarmouth & Gorleston Young Carers – works with young people aged 8 to 25 who are 

caring for their parents or another family member. 

Great Yarmouth Minster – provides a range of pastoral care and support to different people 

in the local community. This includes a Pathway Cafe which provides a meals service to 

those in need in the parish of Great Yarmouth. 

Great Yarmouth Sailing Club – an informal club located on the Gorleston side of the inner 

harbour and fronting onto the promenade in the town. 

Great Yarmouth Yacht Station (Broads Authority) – a yacht station on Tar Works Road, Great 

Yarmouth. 

Green Light Trust – an environmental charity set up to educate and inform the UK public on 
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environmental matters. Its Big Lottery funded project, Operation Green, is based in Great 

Yarmouth and is transforming four neglected green spaces around the town, working with 

local communities and communities of interest. 

GYROS - supports newcomers and migrant communities in the borough of Great Yarmouth 

and others parts of Norfolk and Suffolk. It helps people to settle and integrate into their 

local community. 

Herring House Trust – a registered charitable Housing Association working for single 

homeless people in the Borough of Great Yarmouth. 

Inspired Youth – a Norfolk-based social enterprise focused on bringing together local 

employers with local young people. It delivers a variety of projects and a range of activities 

for schools to inspire young people to broaden their horizons and raise aspirations. This 

includes children and young people post-16 and some disadvantaged groups. It has run 

projects in Great Yarmouth. 

Lowestoft Sea Anglers (also covers GY and Gorleston) – a leisure and community group 

operating in the Great Yarmouth and Waveney area. 

Norfolk Community College - provides support to people aged 25 and above who have been 

out of work for a long period of time, and who need extra support to find employment. This 

might include support to learn new skills, to retrain for a new job, or to become self-

employed. The college also provides access to specialist support to help overcome some of 

the barriers to employment, e.g. housing problems, debt and mental health. 

Salvation Army (Great Yarmouth Foodbank) - a partnership of three churches which provide 

some of the basic food needs of people in crisis across the Great Yarmouth borough and 

surrounding areas. It also signposts people to other support groups in the town. 

Shine (East Norfolk) - provides a range of services and activities for children and young 

people with additional needs or disabilities in Great Yarmouth and their families. This 

includes short breaks, nursery and full day care services. 

Shrublands Youth and Adult Centre - provides a variety of educational, recreational and 
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leisure activities at the Shrublands Youth & Adult Centre in Gorleston, Great Yarmouth, 

St Andrews Church, Gorleston - a local church with a congregation of around 200. It 

provides a range of community services for children, young people and older people, e.g. 

parents & toddler groups, youth work, a church café etc. 

St Georges Theatre Trust – a charity which operates the St George's Theatre on behalf of 

Great Yarmouth Borough Council. It delivers a programme of arts events to advance public 

education and help develop a deeper understanding of the arts in the borough and 

surrounding area. 

Willow Tree Garden – enables people with all sorts of disabilities to have a go at educational 

activities at the Willow Tree Garden, which is located in Belton, Great Yarmouth. 
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