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Along the way Walk summary  

Amble through the countryside on Angles 
Way around the ancient town of Harleston 
before following 4 miles of the meandering 
River Waveney. Harleston is an ancient market town close to the River Waveney.  In its earlier days the town was 

nothing more than a collection of market traders.  The market prospered, houses replaced the 
stalls and the town grew.  Its future was assured when in 1259 it was granted the right to hold a 
fair and a market.  Now it is a vibrant and lively town with shops, a small museum, eating places 
and pubs to enjoy. 

This stretch of Angles Way crosses the River Waveney twice.  Now a considerably smaller river 
than it was at the eastern section, the lush grazing meadows beside the river and diverse aquatic 
flora and fauna in the river has given some sections of the river County Wildlife Site status.   

Both crossing points for the Waveney housed watermills. The watermill at Syleham by the toll 
bridge to Brockdish was originally a corn mill.  It was converted in 1839 to a linen mill and thriving 
garment factory which employed over 100 people into the mid-19th century.  The wealth from the 
weaving trade is reflected in many villages along the Waveney, including Brockdish’s colour-
washed cottages. The mill has been converted into private houses and the factory site now has 
four houses built at the turn of the 21st century. 

Getting started 
This section is between the junction Mendham 
Lane/Love Lane, Harleston (TM245831) and 
Brockdish Village Hall, The Street, Brockdish 
(TM212795). 

Getting there 
Bus service Anglian Service 80 
Bus stops Malthouse Court, London Road, 
Harleston, and Brockdish Village Hall, The Street, 
Brockdish 
Traveline enquiries: 0871 200 22 33. 
www.travelineeastanglia.org.uk  

Maps and guides 
Ordnance Survey Explorer Map Diss and 
Harleston 230 available from Ordnance Survey 
shop www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/oswebsite 

What to expect 
Footpaths, farm tracks, marshland grazing 
meadows, stiles, country roads,  moderate hills 
and a busy section of the A143 to cross. 

Facilities 
Parking and toilets (Harleston only) 
Accommodation, pubs, cafes, restaurants, shops 
Further information about planning a break in this 
area is available from   
www.south-norfolk.gov.uk/visiting/index.asp and  
www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/leisure-and-
culture/tourism  

www.norfolk.gov.uk/trails 
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